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This  is  the  picture  Victor  planned  to  put  on  the  cover  of  last  month’s  paper. 


Can  you  spot  the  Swan  among  the  pigeons?  Photo  by  Lynnly  Labovitz 


Pigeons  -  An  Homage 


by  Ryder  Miller 


Leaving  a  mess  on  our  Mission  District 
streets  and  sidewalk,  haunts,  pigeons 
inspire  anger  and  create  work  for  street 
cleaners.  In  extreme  cases,  their  droppings 
may  cause  health  problems,  and  children 
should  be  taught  to  avoid  them  until  they 
are  older. 


But  critics  of  these  urban  neighbors  fail  to 
remember  that  the  innocent  pigeon  is  still 
a  bird,  a  symbol  of  beauty  and  freedom. 
Pigeons  add  a  wild  element  to  what  could 
be  a  drab  city  landscape.  They  also 
provide  one  of  the  few  opportunities  for 
urban  people  to  interact  with  wildlife. . 

Most  people  are  not  aware  of  pigeons’ 
long  co-existence  with  humankind.  Rock 
Doves  (Columbia  Livia)  have  been 
visiting  human  settlements  from  their 
cliffside  dwellings  since  the  Stone  Age. 
The  Egyptians  built  nesting  spots  in  their 
towers  to  harvest  the  baby  pigeons,  also 
called  squab,  a  delicacy  that  can  still  be 
found  on  the  menu  at  many  restaurants. 
The  Egyptians  also  discovered  these  birds’ 
homing  ability,  and  Ramses  III  marked  his 
coronation  in  1198  BC  by  releasing 
pigeons  to  the  four  directions.  Homing 
pigeons  were  used  by  the  Mongols  during 
their  military  campaigns  in  Asia,  and  by 
Europeans  settling  the  American  West. 

Most  pigeons  have  escaped  domestication 
and  are  now  wild  birds  in  the  city.  They 
are  dependent  upon  human  settlements  to 
provide  their  food  and  nesting  habitat. 
They  have  learned  to  take  advantage  of 
our  structures,  which  resemble  their 
prehistoric  cliffside  dwellings.  Pigeons 
use  windowsills,  building  ledges,  roofs 
and  bridge  undersides.  Whether  we  like 


them  or  not,  pigeons  have  been  part  of  our 
urban  wildlife  heritage  for  millennia,  and 
they  are  here  to  stay. 

But  pigeons  are  categorized  with 
European  starlings  and  English  (House) 
sparrows:  they  are  European  birds  that 
were  introduced  to  America  by  man. 
These  non-indigenous  species  are 
considered  harmful  because  they  compete 
with  native  species  for  limited  nesting 
sites.  Of  these  three  species,  pigeons  are 
the  least  problematic  for  environmentalists 
since,  tending  to  be  urban  dwellers,  they 
have  not  had  much  impact  on  nesting  site 
availability  for  local  species.  Pigeons, 
starlings  and  sparrows  have  all  benefited 
from  the  European  settlers’  alteration  of 
the  environment,  and  have  shared  human 
settlements  for  thousands  of  years. 

These  birds  are  not  protected  by 
'environmental  laws,  but  they  do  fall  under 
the  purview  of  animal  protection  laws. 
They  are  worthy  of  protection  because  of 
their  enhancement  of  the  urban 
environment,  and  because  they  provide  a 
readily  available  natural  history  lesson. 
TJie  pigeon’s  story  can  remind  us  of  the 
benefits  that  wildlife  provides  us,  of  the 


problems  caused  by  introducing  non¬ 
native  species  to  new  habitats,  and  of  the 
need  to  protect  animals  that  cannot  always 
adapt  to  a  changing  world. 

We  need  to  teach  children  to  be  concerned 
about  any  wildlife  on  our  planet  which  has 
suffered  from  habitat  destruction  by 
humans,  and  one  of  the  best  places  to 
begin  such  a  lesson,  is  with  our  urban 
neighbor,  the  pigeon.  From  there,  it  is 
easy  to  spread  the  message  of  concern  to 
include  our  other  urban  neighbors,  the 
robins,  English  sparrows,  European 
starlings,  Brewer’s  blackbirds,  sea  gulls, 
etc....  Urban  wildlife  provides  an 
opportunity  to  interest  people  in  their 
environment,  which  can  help  draw  their 
attention  to  the  more  important 
environmental  concerns  of  habitat 
preservation  and  endangered  species 
protection. 

The  enemies  of  the  pigeon  are  many, 
including  those  environmentalists  who 
argue  that  they  are  unnatural  (the  result  of 

(continued  on  page  3). 


MEET  THE  METERS 

COMMENTARY  BY  PETER  CLAUDIUS 

Mayor  Willie  Brown  and  Supervisor  Tom 
Ammiano  turned  out  the  other  day  in  a  rare 
show  of  solidarity  for  a  City  Hall  photo-op 
inaugurating  $35  million  dollars  worth  of 
new,  information-age  parking  meters  they 
both  agree  the  City  needs.  The  Mayor  had 
the  honor  of  inserting  the  first  one-dollar 
coin  into  one  of  the  no-armed  bandits  that' 
promise  to  bring  the  City  an  additional  $5.9 
million  in  revenue  annually  over  the  $12.5 
million  their  mechanical  little  brothers 
already  generate.  For  one  thing,  they  “take 
multiple  coin  denominations,  are  smart  card 
capable,  and  accurately  track  time  using 
electronic  quartz  timers.”  Moreover,  their 
manufacturer  asserts,  they  are  less 
vulnerable  to  beheading,  being  jammed  with 
quarter-shaped  plum  candies  and  the  other 
woes  which  kept  10  per  cent  of  their 
predecessors  out  of  service  at  any  given 
time:  “The  new  meters  were  custom  built 
for  San  Francisco  and  operate  on  electronic 
locks  that  are  coded  for  access  only  during 
authorized  dates  by  authorized  personnel. 
The  meter  housings  are  also  shaped  to  resist 
blows  from  heavy  objects  and  contain  a 
coating  that  allows  for  greater  protection.”  It 
must  be  one  hell  of  a  coating. 

Replacement  of  the  City’s  23,000  meters 
began  in  August  2002  and  is  scheduled  for 
completion  in  March  2003.  Actually,  our 
$35  million  bought  us  25,000  meters  and  a 
five-year  contract  with  the  manufacturer  to 
install  and  service  them,  resulting  in  a  cost 
of  just  $1400  per  meter,  and  one  can  easily' 
get  more  than  that, much  in  parking  tickets 
every  year.  Yes,  the  above  revenue  figures 
are  just  for  what  the  parking  meters 
themselves  take  in.  the  parking  fines  they 
generate  must  be  in  the  billions. 

(continued  on  page  3) 


New  Mission  News 


2  OCTOBER  2002 


1745  Folsom  Street 
San  Francisco 
CA  94103 


415.863.0620 

www.rainbow.coop 


GROCERY 


Events  at  Rainbow 

Thursday  October  10th  2002 

jueves  10  de  octubre 

llam-lpm 

Bono  Density  Screening* 

(preuba  de  densidad  de  huesos ) 

with  Kiki  Powers 

Are  you  at  risk  for  osteoporosis? 

lEsta  en  riesgo  de  sufrir  osteoporosis? 

Do  you  have  ten  minutes  to  find  out? 

I  Tiene  diez  minutos  para  averiguarlo? 


Thursday  October  17th  2002 

jueves  17  de  octubre 

llam-lnm 

Dermaview  screening’ 

(examenes  de  la  piel) 

with  Kiki  Powers 

Do  you  have  skin  damage? 

i  Tiene  su  piel  dahada? 

Do  you  have  ten  minutes  to  find  out? 

i  Tiene  diez  minutos  para  averiguarlo? 


‘limited  space  availability 
Sign  up  for  an  appointment 
at  Rainbow  Grocery  Coop. 

El  espacio  es  limitado. 
Haya  su  cita  llamando 
a  Rainbow. 


Serving 

natural 

foods 

since 

1975 


Open 

9am-9pm 

everyday 


RAINBOW 

A  Worker-Owned  Cooperative 
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Pigeons 

(continued  from  page  1) 

domestication),  street  cleaners  and 
building  owners  who  have  to  clean  up 
their  mess,  and  public  health  officials. 

“Some  people  want  them  dead- 
yesterday,”  said  Virginia  Handley,  the 
California  Coordinator  for  The  Fund  For 
Animals.  “It  is  so  much  garbage  that 
pigeons  are  a  health  problem..-..  The  only 
way  people  are  going  to  die  of  pigeon 
poop  is  if  they  fall  down  and  are 
smothered  by  it.”  Handley  opposes  the 
Federal  Government’s  decision  to 
disallow  the  use  of  Orinitrol  (pigeon  birth 
control),  which  could  have  solved  the 
problem  but  was  recalled  for  testing  that 
never  took  place.  “I  got  very  discouraged 
after  what  happened  with  Omitrol.  I  just 
thought  here  we  had  something,”  said 
Handley.  “It  would  be  so  much  better  if 
people  could  feed  them  birth  control.” 

Even  the  humane  societies  don’t  always 
help.  Fran  DeMarro,  visiting  from  New 
Jersey  last  June,  relayed  a  story  of 
observing  pigeons  with  fishing  wire  on 
their  feet  at  Pier  39.  Some  pigeons  had 
missing  feet,  while  others  were  swollen 
and  many  were  limping.  DeMarro  called 

the  SPCA  and  then  the  SF  Animal  Care  & 
Control,  but  they  didn’t  come  out  to  helt> 
the  pigeons.  DeMarro,  who  hopes 
something  can  be  done  to  remedy  the 
problem,  remembers  being  told  the  birds 
are  choosing  to  live  .  in  an  urban 
environment  and  they  are  suffering  the 
consequences.  “They’re  probably  not  any 


better  off  in  New  Jersey,”  she  added. 

Some  of  the  methods  used  to  control 
pigeon  populations  include  putting  up 
'  netting,  or  sheets  of  nails,  or  moving  hawk 
or  owl  balloons.  -  Pigeon  poisoning  can 
result  in  biomagnification  of  the  poisons 
higher  up  on  the  food  chain,  which  can 
result  in  the  deaths  of  the  more  popular 
urban  predator,  the  Peregrine  Falcon,  or  of 
the  people  who  hunt  and  eat  city  pigeons. 
And  in  hating  pigeons,  we  are  sending  a 
message  of  acceptable  violence  into  urban 
communities. 

Pigeons  also  have  many  fans,  including 
some  urban  naturalists,  the  lonely,  and  the 
pigeon  aficionados.  “Pigeons  have  been 
treated  very  badly.  They  don’t  deserve  it. 
We  should  be  happy  they’re  cleaning  up 
garbage  in  the  streets,”  said  Handley. 

Sixteenth  Street  neighbor  Lone  Star, Swan, 
the  self-publisher  of  the  xeroxed 
newsletter,  Agent  World,  found 
appreciation  for  the  pigeon  after  finding 
peace  with  a  number  of  other  organisms. 
Lone  Star  Swan  has  wriltert: 

“Remember  that  YOU  MUST  HAVE 
BIRD  &  MICE  FEEDING  MEMS  IN  UR 
MIND  at  death  &  no  poisoning  or  other 
creepiness  to  make  it  to  heaven  or  hell.” 
[Agent  World  7/5/02] 

Swan  also  declared:  “You  faulted  the 
pijeons  for  spotting  on  ur  cars  & 
sidewalks,  YOU  shall  pay  for  shitting  on 
the  planet.”  [Agent  World  8/19/2002] 


1977  •  Mission  Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts  •  2002 


A  Landscape  of  Lafin  Traditions 
and  Contemporary  Realities 

This  years  Day  of  the  Dead  exhibit  will  be  a  collection  of  interactive 
installations  that  resemble  a  traditional  Latin  American  fair.  Through  the 
fusion  of  the  Day  of  the  Dead  elements  and  the  game  quality  of  the  fair 
we  are  exploring  the  many  realities  of  the  Mission  DistricLand  revealing 
the  soul  of  the  community. 

OPENING  RECEPTION:  Saturday,  November  2, 2002  -  7-11PM 
EXHIBIT:  NOVEMBER  2  -  20. 2002 

MCCLA  2868  Mission  St.  $dn  Frdr.cisco 
H15)  821.1155  MissionCulturdKeniftTvcir^ 


Diva  Astrid  Hadad  is  coming  back  to  the  Mission;  for  details,  see  the  Calendar  Section 


NO  on  Prop  K! 

IV s  Bad  News 

Support  your  neighborhood  newspapers! 

Keep  your  City’s  news  free  and  accessible! 

•  Prop  K  was  put  on  the  ballot  at  the  last  minute,  without  any 
public  input  or  public  hearing. 

•  Prop  K  would  limit  the  public’s  right  to  know. 

•  Prop  K  hurts  local  businesses. 

NO  on  Proposition  K  has  been  endorsed  bv: 

San  Francisco  Democratic  Party  San  Francisco  Republican  Party  SPUR  SFWPC 
Alice  B.  Toklas  LGBT  Democratic  Club  San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Small  Business  Advocates  Police  Officers  Association  Westside  Chinese  Democratic  Club 
San  Francisco  Neighborhood  Association  Democratic  Women 's  Forum 
Mayor  Willie  Brown  US  Senator  Dianne  Feinstein  District  Attorney  Terrence  Hallinan 
Supervisors  Tony  Hall,  Gavin  Newsom,  Leland  Yee  Former  Supervisors  Annemarie  Conroy,  Sue 
Bierman,  Leslie  Katz,  Rev.  Amos  Brown  Bevan  Dufty  Fiona  Ma  Jim  Lazarus  Doris  Ward 
Cedric  Jackson  Joe  O’Donoghue  Rebecca  Silverberg  Holly  Their  Frank  Jordon,  Jr. 

A.  Lee  Blitch  Tom  Hsieh  Jane  Morrison  Toye  Moses  John  Moylan  Julie  Lee  (partial  list) 

Election  Day  is  November  5 
Vote  NO  on  Prop  K! 


Paid  for  by  the  Committee  for  Free  Public  Notices,  No  on  K 
FCCP  U  Pending 


Meters  fine  by  not  having  a  car  (a  thing  which  itself 

(continued  from  page  1)  costs  an  average  of  $3500  a  year  for 

A  few  years  ago,  a  local  news  program insurance>  fuel  and-service,  in  addition  to  its 
made  the  mistake  of  showing  on  television  Purchase  Pnce^  Ma>,be  11  s  time  for  us  10 
how  one  of  the  old  parking  meters  could  beacceP{  the  fact  that  onlT  111056  with  money 
disabled  in  a  matter  of  seconds  by  hitting  it t0  1)urn  can  a®3r^  t0  ^ave  a  car  in  1116 
in  the  right  place  with  a  screwdriver.  By  the  ancl  start  8ettln8  arouncl  on  a  bicycle,  BART 
next  morning,  almost  every  meter  in  the  or  llie  1)115 
Mission  and  a  couple  of  thousand  all  over  - 

town  were  out  of  service,  a  sort  of  But  let’s  draw  a  line  in  the  sand  before  they 
impromptu  plebiscite  on  the  question  of  start  registering  bicycles,  licensing  bike 
how  people  feel  about  parking  meters.  drivers,  ticketing  parked  bikes  and  requiring 
But  our  leaders  love  them — hence  the  1)icycle  insurance  as  a  way  of  jacking  up 
hoopla  down  at  City  Hall-tocause  they  S'l'0™?  '"“'""S,”* 

provide  a  large  part  of  the  money  the  mayor  ,  .  ,e  311  ?°  as  vve  P  ,e 

,  .  A  J  .u  ■  .  .  ,  way  they  have  done  with  our  cars.  Those  in 

and  the  supes  use  to  fund  their  pet  projects,  charge  have  told  us  hl  h  fmcs  d 

and  it  may  also  explain  why  the  money  restrictive  parkl  zones  are  int£nded  lQ 

from  parking  fines  is  never  used  to  fix  the  enc  alternative  methods  of 

problem  and  provide  more  parking.  transportation  and  to  combat  urban 

Yes  narkine  meters  and  narking  fines  are  con8e5tion  in  our  increasingly  crowded 
Yes,  parking  meters  and  parking  fines  are  world  Wel,  how  about  m  . 

here  to  stay,  and  there  s  no  point  in  fighting  •  .  ,,  ....  .  .  F  . 

,,  ,  ,  :  .  .  .  .6  ,  ,6  incentive?  Are  they  willing  to  do  something 

the  fact.  Arguments  in  their  favor  include,-  ,  „  ■  6  -  ,  .  , 

,1  r  for  us  if  we  give  up  our  cars  for  bicycles? 

the  fact  that  they  bring  in  money  from  -  ' 

outside  of  San  Francisco  when  visitors  park  r .  ,  ..  , .  .  ,  „  ,  „ 

here,  and  that  taxes  would  have  to  be  raised  ^  ^  °f 

if  the  City  didn’t  have  the  revenue  parking  ,  ti  1  oge  er  an  S1^n  a 

meters  and  parking  fines  generate.  And,  Duni  h  ,  f  "^e/rig  ,ne' e.r’  ,e^Cr  t0 
,,  ,,  A  r  punish  people  for  parking  bicycles  like  they 

occasionally,  the  money  is  used  for  a  good  ^  punished  them  for  ^  ;  n 

cause.  In  any  case,  the  only  persons  affected  amnesty  of  freodorn  extending  into  the 
are i  owners  who  park  their, motor  vehicles  on  foture,  u  there  an  bodv  in  Clt®  HaH  with 

public  property;  it  is  possible  to  exempt  •  •  .  ,  j.  .  -  .  j  n 

ter  ,  .  ,  .  1  the  vision,  guts  and  integrity  to  do  that? 

yourself  from  ever  having  to  pay  a  parking  6  J 
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City  of  San  Francisco’s 

Nature  by  Design 
Trade  Show 


Sunday,  Oct.  27, 10  a.m.-3p.m. 
City  Hall,  Van  Ness  and  McAllister 


Live  Music 

Recycled  Fashion  Show  for  Adults  and  Teens 

Children's  Games 

How-To  Seminars  on  Simple  Ways  to  Reduce  Your  Utility  Bills 
and  Help  the  Environment 

Over  50  booths  of  environmental  companies,  environmental 
organizations  and  others 

Door  Prizes 


For  more  information,  call  554-7755. 


Free!  Door  Prizes!  Raffles! 


C<IIS)  €4?  14  68 


San  Franciscans  are 


UNITED  AGAINST 


Proposition  D 


Hl.lkltmi  <  m  ••  V  ',/■  .li  i< I  .  /V..<  .  I.itio  ■ 

Coalition  For  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods 


l  i  (liiimin;*  •  i’ll  ■  •  i  F  •  .1  •  i  Ailir 

l  )Wtl'  !  I  1  I  in'll'  n  .il'  '  l  'I  • 


[  >•<  i  :J  »l<  .1  I  h;  li  i.  i  Jin, |  in--'-  -III-  -m:  ••  i.  ;'l<  >11 

Engineers  &  Scientists  of  California,  Local  20 
FDR  Democratic  Club 


I  « >i;m  i  Sup.  i  t  <  >i  Mi'Ji  i  i  'i  iKi 
■  mini  i  h  •  .in  M •  ii  y  I  .ill.ui.iii 

Former  SF  Community  College  Board 
Member  Ernest  Chuck  Ayala 

I  i  »i t 1 1» • :  ‘.I  f'lli  (  (inKiij.'.ii ,*i|i 'i  N. nit  v  l.  nvm 

Former  SFPUC  Commissioner  Victor  Makras 


I  •  :>l  l.l  f  M  IMv 


mini  U  nit-i  .  !. hi <•  I'll. 


li  '  ll  Amt -i  ic  ii  >  in.  >.  i  iIh  '  It ;l  • 

International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers, 
Local  1 245 

Log  Cabin  Republicans 

Ri.'m.  Icnti.il  U/ndai  'V  .  ..  I  ill.  .11*  • 


'•  il-H  '  •  in" 

•  !  .  .  k 

!  I  >|j  : v  iimtH. 
Ill  I  i.  !.  • 

I  .mm.  LWvim 
I  ■ <■  I, 


Atm  -i>  I  <  Inn 
1. ii  k  I’d  t  Inn 
Mim;  <  Imi 

I..  II  It.  II.:  t'llMM'ISlllI 
l.r.. i  f  turn 

Anni  Chung 

K« mi  (  |,  Mvt'l.imf 
Donai  luvVdtfi 
Ki  r .in  ii  ■  i  Tininnnt 

Mike  Denunzio 

I  N  •  tn ri 

Jnsil  I  luM.'n  i  kv 
How  ,V,i  I  p  iu-m 
(.  Ml.  Kiel  1  .1  rill. in. 


••I  Rt:|u:!»!i  :  ,,  rm(  .  .  nli  .1  ■ 

SF  Women's  Political  Committee 
SPUR 

•'HIV  ■'  '  Ii  Ml.!  •  \-.M  ..  ..  li,. 


U  S.  Senator  Dianne 


i .  ...  l-'.i  I  .I' 
V  ..  .11  N. 

....  laF  in  I  ,• 


BART  Board  Member  James  Fang 
SFPUC  Commissioner  Ashok  Bhatt 
SFPUC  Commissioner  Jeffrey  Chen 


Join  a  cross-section  of 
our  city's  leadership  and 
Vote  NO  on  Prop  D 


I >. lib. ii. i  Mi -skin i; is 
Jeff  Mm  i 
Sandy  Moil**, 

Sfai 'May 
Rolf  Mueller 
I.  111.  HI  Now 
lliom.is  I  N<) 

Judith-  Ninhon 

Ain  i.i  N.ii ‘W i  Wt k k  k ). iti 

Inlm  <  .oiim  i 


Joe  O’Donoghue 


I  olini  (  >*Rt'illy 
ion  f  Kiki- 
0.1  I*,  hlu.  i 

Irwin  A.  Phillips 

Doin-.  i  (  hut in 

Linda  Richardson 

Don  Ro'di* 

J- HI' ‘l  Kikjcis 

K  J'oinjy  Slim 

Rebecca  Silverberg 


( lliom i  !  Ini  l.ith 


Yo.  M.  i  (  am  | 
Mi  ill n  iln  an 

Brook  Turner 


Former  Mayor  Frank  Jordan 
Former  Supervisor  Roberta  Achtenberg 


Former  Supervisor  John  A.  Ertola 


Douglas  S.  Chan 


Former  Supervisor  Barbara  Kaufman 

I  <  vn'or  Slip'  i  w/.i  <i  vViHh  f  "-■rr  •  <  I  .• 
'■.!.!  i  I 

Former  Supervisor  Jack  Molinari 


!>j  hall 
k\<  h.'.ii  t  I  I..I. 

Win.  !'HI  I  1  lav"  .If 
D.r.-id  I  l«  Ik  r 
Nam  v  I  lih 
Stnv.  •>.  ...  son 
*  I  ,|  >  ,(im|  i  J.  y  ks  >n 
Mrijuf.  lam- 
'  Mi'  l  a.  I  i  .in' 

Ed  Jew 


Elsa  Cheung 


Megan  Levitan 

Mym.  i  1  im 
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New  College  of  California 

In  the  Mission  . . .  With  a  Mission 
Offering  College  Degrees  to  Working  Adults 

Still  Accepting  Applications  for  Fall  2002 

Do  you  have  some  college  credits?  Would  you  like  to  change  your  life 
using  prior  life  experiences  to  complete  your  college  degree? 

Consider  New  College’s  BA  Completion  Programs  and  finish  you 
degree  in  as  little  as  one  year. 

Attend  One  Weekend  Per  Month 
or  day/ evening  classes 

•  Enjoy  small  classes  with  discussion-based  learning  and  close 
advising/mentoring  relationships  with  faulty 

•  Broaden  your  perspectives,  search  deep  for  meaning  and  earn  a 
degree  making  a  more  just  sacred  and  sustainable  world 

•  Carry  out  a  Senior  Project  that  helps  transition  to  graduate 
study  and  job  opportunities. 

Learn  about  our  other  BA  and  MA  programs. 

Come  to  our  next  Information  Session: 

EVERY  SATURDAY  IN  AUGUST 

766  Valencia  St.  12:30  pm. 

For  information  contact  Paul  Roberts  at  437-3460. 


www.newcollege.edu 


A  •  '  t.;.d  .  r  •  L . t  ?  i  c  .  i.‘  O' 

766  •  - 
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Go  right  ahead  and  shop  someplace  else. 
Big  spender. 


THRIFT  STORf 


A  Mission  District  Icon  Since  1973 

Over  4,000  items  arriving  daily! 

•  Denim  •  Shoes  •  Jewelry  'Accessories  •  Clothing  For  All  Ages  *  Vintage  Items 
•  Furniture  •  Small  Appliances  •  Books  &  Records  •  Sporting  Goods  •  Toys  &  More! 


$3.00 

OFF 


.  V«1  (II. 


Any  $1 0.00 
purchase 
or  more. 

Not  valid  with  any  other  promotion.  Limit 
one  coupon  per  customer.  Please 
present  this  coupon  prior  to  purchase. 
Good  through  October  31,  2002. 

2101  Mission  Street  San  Francisco 


Thrift  Town 

2101  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  861-1132 

www.ThriftTown.com 

Store  hours:  M-F  9am  -8pm 
Sat  10am-7pm  &  Sun  11am-6pm 
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NEWSLETTER  FROM  THE  SIERRA 
MADRE  -  APRIL  1976 

CONCERNING  PROJECT  PIAXTLA,  A 
PERSONAL  ENDEAVOR  TO  FOSTER  A 
CAMPESINO-RUN  HEALTH  CARE 
NETWORK  IN  THE  MOUNTAINOUS 
REACHES  OF  SINALOA  MEXICO. 

Dear  Friends  of  Project  Piaxtla, 

The  substance  of  this  Newsletter  has 
been  prepared  by  Victor  Miller,  a  28  year  old 
Californian  who,  as  a  volunteer  for  Project 
Piaxtla,  spent  the  last  two  years  in  the  back 
country  of  the  Sierra  Madre  helping  villagers 
set  up  their  own  "clinics"  or  health  outposts, 
and  in  training  the  village  workers  to  take  them 
over.  Over  the  past  year  in  the  Pueblo  Viejo 
area,  he  has  done  a  superlative  job  in  helping 
the  villagers  to  pull  together  in  the  construction 
of  their  own  health  facilities.  Teresa,  who  has 
trained  as  a  "promotora  de  salud"  or  village 
health  promoter,  is  an  exceptionally  gifted  and 
sensitive  young  woman  who  is  becoming 
increasingly  competent  in  the  provision  of 
primary  health  care.  When  Victor  leaves  for 
the  USA  in  June,  he  will  not  be  abandoning 
those  he  has  worked  with,  but  rather  leaving 
them  with  a  modest  but  ongoing  health  care 
program  run  by  the  villagers  themselves  and 
linked  to  the  Ajoya  Referral  Center  for 
supplies,  supervision  and  follow-up  training. 

Last  summer  Victor  was  joined  by 
Paula  Haller,  23,  who  worked  with  him  in 
helping  train  some  of  the  villagers.  Paula 
focused  primarily  on  family  planning  and  in 
organizing  classes  for  mothers  for  child  care. 
Victor  and  Paula  have  done  an  outstanding  job 
in  helping  the  people  of  the  Pueblo  Viejo  area 
learn  to  cope  more  effectively  with  their  own 
health  needs. 


played  an  important  role  as  "backwoods 
medics".  These  young  Americans  saved  many 
lives,  earned  the  love  and  esteem  of  the 
villagers  and  "had  one  Hell  of  a  an  adventure" 
while  they  were  at  it.  But  the  days  for  the 
young  American  to  "play  doctor"  are,  we  hope, 
over.  Far  better  than  to  have  health  care 
"delivered"  by  outsiders,  is  to  have  it  come 
from  the  community  itself.  The  role  of  the 
young  American  volunteer  today,  therefore,  is 
not  to  deliver  health  care  but  to  help  foster  it. 
This  is  a  far  more  difficult,  frustrating  and 
challenging  role.  To  handle  it  well,  fluency  in 
Spanish  is  essential,  as  is  the  capacity  to  work 
and  relate  to  people.  Some  previous 
background  in  health  care  is,  likewise, 
important.  In  the  future,  we  will  be  asking 
young  Americans  who  consider  volunteering  to 
commit  themselves  for  a  two  year  period,  with 
the  understanding  that  the  last  three  months 
may  be  devoted  to  helping  train  the  next 
generation  of  volunteers.  The  number  of 
American  volunteers  that  we  can  effectively 
use  is  smaller  than  it  has  been  in  the  past,  now 
that  we  have  a  growing  number  of  competent 
village  workers.  Persons  who  have  special 
skills  which  they  can  help  teach  -  doctors, 
dentists,  veterinarians,  laboratory  technicians, 
agricultural  experts  -  continue  to  be  welcome 
even  for  shorter  visits.  We  do,  however, 
encourage  a  working  knowledge  of  Spanish  as 
well  as  a  willingness  to  focus  on  teaching 
rather  than  practicing  of  respective  skills.  Our 
study  team  will  embark  on  our  “Project  to 
Facilitate  Rural  Health  Care  in  Latin  America” 
as  scheduled  this  April.  Your  assistance  either 
to  this  project,  or  to  our  ongoing  work  in  the 
Sierra  Madre  in  Sinaloa  will  be  greatly 
appreciated.  Thank  you. 

David  Werner 


Before  passing  this  Newsletter  over 
to  Victor,  I  would  like  to  add  a  few  words  And  now  from  Victor  .  . 
about  the  role  of  American  volunteers  in  The  Place 

Project  Piaxtla.  Project  Piaxtla  went  through  a  The  Pueblo  Viejo  area  is  an  ejido 

period  in  its  evolution  where  young  Americans  (cooperative  farming  community  without  large 


Cafe  /  Reetaurant 

FOOD  &  FANTASY  OF  STAIN 

,  Home  of  S(M)ANGRI(L)A 

Monday-Thursday:  5:30-10:30  pm  Friday  &  Satuday:  6-12  midnight 


3120  -16th  Street 


431-4069 


CSfe 


Among  the  few,  the  only  Authentic  Spanish  restaurant ! 

Monday-Thursday:  11-3  pm,  5-10  pm 
Frida-y:11-5  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  3-10  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 

282-8667 
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SUNSET  SCAVENGER  COMPANY 
GOLDEN  GLAJE  DISPOSAL 
&  RECYCLING  COMPANY 

www.sunsetscavenger.com 


Now  accepted  for 
curbside  recycling 


SF  Environment 

554-RECYCLE 


landholders)  of  approximately  800  people, 
nearly  40%  of  whom  are  12  years  old  or  under. 
The  ejido  contains  three  distinct  geographical 
regions:  dense  pine  forests  growing  on  slopes 
that  rise  to  9,000  feet,  a  broad  verdant 
mountain  valley  at  about  7,000  feet,  and  deep 
jungle  canyons  (barrancas)  that  provide  a 
variety  of  savory  fruits  such  as  guavas, 
mangos,  oranges  and  bananas.  The  clinic  is 
located  in  the  central  rancho  of  Pueblo  Viejo, 
near  the  underground  origin  of  a  stream  that 
runs  between  two  massive  ridges  of  the  Sierra 
Madre.  The  rugged,  pine-covered  southern 
ridge  holds  the  three  high  sierra  ranchos:  El 
Potrero  (the  corral).  Las  Azoteas  (the  rooftops), 
and  La  Sierrita  on  its  crest.  The  northern  ridge 
is  a  series  of  jagged  peaks  with  a  convenient 
pass  bordering  the  rancho  of  Pueblo.  A 
twisting,  rutted  trail  of  loose  rock  and  100-foot 
deadfalls  leads  from  the  pass  (El  Puerto  del 
Pueblo  Viejo)  to  the  lush  and  fertile  canyon 
ranchos  of  Rincon  (the  comer),  Casa  de  Tejas 
(house  of  Spanish  tiles)  and  Candalero 
(candlestick).  Here  and  there  a  daring  family, 
finding  rich  soil,  has  erected  a  house  away 
from  the  ranchos  and  strives  alone  against  the 
elements  and  solitude.  The  heads  of  these 
lonely  households  are  usually  iconoclastic  but 
likeable  patriarchs. 

January  and  February  have  many 
near-freezing  nights,  and  days  of  gray  overcast 
or  drizzly  rain.  March,  April,  May  and  early 
June  are  extremely  dry  months,  with  days  of 
intense,  high-altitude  sunshine.  Late  June  to 
mid-October  is  the  time  of  year  known  as  las 
Aguas,  when  violent  daily  rainfalls  dictate  all 
of  life's  activities  and  dominate  human 
conversation.  The  rains  make  the  narrow, 
rocky  trails  leading  to  the  world  "below"  very 
treacherous,  due  to  the  constant  threat  of 
landslides,  flashfloods  and  falling  trees. 
Rattlesnakes  in  the  altos,  coral  snakes  in  the 
valleys,  and  scorpions  almost  anywhere  are 
more  abundant  during  las  Aguas.  As  the  time 
of  harvest  approaches,  the  last  year’s  com  and 
beans  become  less  palatable,  less  nutritious  and 
less  plentiful.  There  is  little  time  to  hunt  wild 
game,  but  much  competition  for  the  wary  deer, 
wild  boar  and  pheasant.  It  is  a  brutal  and 
demanding  time.  For  gringos  who  have  not 
experienced  las  Aguas  of  the  Sierra  Madre,  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  imagine  the  severity  of 
the  rancheros'  hardships  or  the  magnitude  of 
the  courage  they  demonstrate  in  raising  their 
families.  Nature  is  continually  assailing  them 
with  its  furious,  yet  beautiful,  seemingly 
omnipotent  outbursts  of  power.  November  and 


December  provide  the  final  act  —  harvest  time. 
The  trails  are  open  to  travel.  The  pressure  is 
off. 

The  Building 

Building  the  "clinic,"  or  backwoods  ■ 
dispensary,  was  the  most  frustrating  experience 
of  my  life.  My  knowledge  of  construction 
stood  at  absolute  zero  when  I  arrived  in  El 
Pueblo  in  March  of  1975.  With  a  backpack  of 
medicines  and  a  vague  understanding  with  the 
people  as  to  what  was  going  to  happen,  I 
attempted  to  organize  the  building  of  the  first 
medical  facility  in  Pueblo  Viejo. 

It  was  agreed  at  several  hastily-held 
meetings  that  the  head  of  each  household  in  the 
ejido  would  either  work  one  day,  pay  100 
pesos,  or  provide  100  pesos'  worth  of  material. 
In  exchange,  their  families  would  be  provided 
with  low  cost  medical  care,  and  I  was  to  train  a 
local  person  to,  eventually,  replace  me  as 
"medico". 

Ehiring  the  first  month  of  work, 
Murphy's  law  reigned.  Everything  that  could 
possibly  go  wrong  went  wrong,  and  the  nearly- 
finished  walls  collapsed.  After  that,  it  was 
merely  a  matter  seeing  that  the  same  errors 
were  not  repeated.  Fortunately,  they  were  not; 
and,  as  it  turned  out,  there  were  no  more 
mistakes  left  to  be  made. 

Forty  people  worked  on  and  off  at  making 
adobe,  cutting  beams,  roofing,  cementing  the 
floor  and  similar  tasks.  These  ranged  from 
amounts  of  time  varying  from  twenty  minutes 
to  ten  days.  For  every  job,  there  were  never 
fewer  than  five  opinions  on  how  it  should  be . 
done  and  what  tool  it  should  be  done  with,  by 
whom  and  when.  Arguments  and  discussions 
on  these  points  would  continue  sporadically  for 
days  and,  in  fact,  still  continue  to  this  day,  a 
(year  after  the  clinic  has  been  finished.  There 
was  never  enough  material,  except  for  the  soil 
used  to  make  the  adobe,  but  the  first  bricks 
were  made  of  the  wrong  kind  and  shattered 
easily,  making  even  that  a  source  of  irritation. 
By  early  May,  the  walls  were  up  again,  or 
almost.  About  three  hundred  20-pound  adobe 
bricks  remained  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
arroyo.  The  people  that  had  made  the  bricks 
said  that  they  had  already  done  their  part  and  it 
was  the  responsibility  of  the  people  putting  up 
the  walls  to  carry  the  adobe  across  the  arroyo. 
The  people  building  the  walls  disagreed. 
When  I  was  near  collapse  [from]  trying  to  haul 
the  bricks  by  myself,  the  school  teacher  let  all 
ninos  aged  5  to  12  loose  on  the  mountain  of 
adobe  which  was  causing  so  much  ill  feeling. 
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This  so  embarrassed  their  fathers  in  the  two 
rival  work  crews  that  the  adults  continued 
working  at  a  begrudged,  but  faster,  pace 
without  further  turmoil.  The  clinic  was 
habitable  in  two  weeks  and  operational  in  a 
month. 

Everyone  is  extremely  proud  of  the 
fact  that  the  whole  community  built  the  place. 
Anyone  in  the  ejido  can  come  by  and  recognize 
a  piece  of  work  done  personally,  or  by 
someone  in  the  same  household.  That  person 
then  proceeds  to  point  out  his  piece  of  work  as 
the  one  thing  done  exactly  right,  while 
everything  else  should  have  been  done 
somewhat  differently. 

Teresa  —  La  Doctora  Donde  No  Hay  Doctor 

I  cannot  make  any  claim  to  having 
been  responsible  for  Teresa's  medical 
education,  nor  for  the  high  level  of 
understanding  which  she  herself  achieved, 
living  in  an  area  with  seventy  per  cent  of  the 
population  illiterate.  Teresa  has  maintained  a 
marvelous  capacity  to  leam  from  books  and 
apply  her  knowledge  to  practical  situations. 
When  I  first  met  her,  two  years  ago,  she  had 
read  all  of  David's  book  Donde  No  Hay 
Doctor,  and  was  using  what  she  had  learned  to 
treat  her  own  family.  She  did  this  in 
opposition  to  the  community's  strong  belief  in 
the  effectiveness  of  such  things  as  enemas  and 
severe  dietary  restrictions  for  most  infectious 
diseases.  She  has  continued  to  use  local  herbal 
remedies  whose  effectiveness  she  knows  from 
experience,  making  her  practice  of  medicine 
more  adapted  to  community  needs  than  would 
be  possible  for  any  outsider.  Her  mastery  of 
both  approaches  to  healing  has  made  her  the 
one  person  indispensable  to  the  Pueblo  Viejo 
Clinic.  As  far  as  the  actual  treatment  of 
disease  is  concerned,  we  gringos  are  no  longer 
necessary  here. 

On  a  solo  visit  to  El  Pueblo  in  1974, 
I  found  that  my  bumbling  Spanish  was  a  far 
cry  from  the  local  idiom.  Teresa  was  one  of 
the  few  people  who  understood  me 
immediately  and  thoroughly.  Together,  we  saw 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  people  during  my 
first  two  visits.  I  was,  therefore,  able  to  give 
her  practical  experience  in  the  things  she  had 
learned  from  David's  book,  and  she  was  able  to 
show  me  how  to  derive  the  diagnosis  of  urinary 
tract  infection  from  a  woman  presenting  with  a 
headache  and  nervous  giggle. 

Teresa  is  25,  married,  and  has  four 
children  ranging  in  age  from  six  months  to  five 
years.  Paula  and  I  delivered  her  youngest  boy. 
Lino,  on  the  day  of  the  vemal  equinox.  Her 
husband,  Carlos,  while  a  firm  believer  in 
almost  every  superstition  known  to  man,  is  also 
an  inventor  and  “electrician.”  Forced  to  work 
at  fixing  such  mundane  items  as  radios  and 
rifles,  Carlos  has  found  time  to  plan  and  build  a 
turbine  generator  powered  by  the  water  of  the 
arToyo.  This  year  he  laid  1/2  mile  of  pipe,  set 
up  the  turbine  and  actually  lit  up  an  electric 
light  bulb.  Then  he  went  broke  and  the  local 
skeptics  refused  to  finance  a  larger  version  of 
his  creation.  Terry  and  Carlos  are  a  truly 
exceptional  couple  here,  as  they  would  be 
anywhere  else. 

Their  home  is  always  full  of  people 
waiting  for  their  radios  or  dropping  off 
defective  firearms.  Teresa  used  to  hate  the 
crowds,  but  lately  she  has  been  able  to  do  a  lot 
of  health  education  with  the  Spanish  medical 
pamphlets  and  books  with  which  we  furnished 
her.  This  is  another  thing  which  is  difficult  for 
an  outsider  to  do.  People  here  are  unwilling  to 
enter  into  a  dialogue  with  gringos,  or  even 
Mexican  .professional  people,  for  fear  of 
offending  them  because  they  believe  that  they 
will  be  told  something  they  are  sure  they  will 
never  understand.  But  Teresa  has  lived  here  all 
of  her  life,  so  that  there  exist  feelings  of 
equanimity  and  mutual  understanding  between 
•  her  and  the  patient  which  are  necessary  for  any 
real  exchange  of  ideas. 

In  January,  Terry  took  Lino  in  her 
‘  arms  and  made  the  two  day  mule  trip  to  Ajoya. 
She  attended  the  classes  for  "promotores  de 
salud"  at  the  clinic  there.  Everyone  was 
pleased  with  her  dedication  and  surprised  by 
her  ability.  When  she  returned  to  El  Pueblo, 
people  treated  her  with  a  new  respect.  There 
remained  those  who  insisted  that  no  one  who 
had  grown  up  as  they  had  could  ever  do 
anything  but  have  kids  and  grow  com. 
Naturally,  these  are  the  same  people  who  will 
go  to  her  most  quickly  and  hysterically  when 
'  they  are  sick.  Overall,  the  community  has 
accepted  the  inevitability  of  the  changeover 
and  has  now  begun  to  give  her  its  full  trust  and 
confidence. 

The  Consultas 

One  of  the  most  frustrating  aspects  of 
treatment  here  is  the  neverending  array  of 
vague  aches  and  pains  originating  in  the  very 
active  life  the  people  lead.  These  either  go 
away  by  themselves  or  respond  dramatically  to 
soaks  and  aspirin.  However,  every  patient  is 


convinced  that  his/her  particular  ache  is  the 
herald  of  some  dread  disease  and  requires  the 
miraculous  healing  power  of  injectible 
vitamins  or  the  panacea  of  intravenous  fluids. 
Simple  remedies  are  scorned.  Nothing  is 
worse  than  the  flu  season.  The  forcefulness  of 
the  symptoms  lead  to  unending  demands  for 
injections  of  penicillin,  liver  extract  and  a 
variety  of  curious  Mexican  pharmaceuticals  - 
all  ineffectual  against  the  lowly  virus.  Keeping 
the  peoples'  trust  in  these  cases  is  almost 
impossible.  Despite  careful  explanations  as  to 
the  cause  and  cure  of  these  common  ailments, 
it  seems  that  someone’s  cousin  in  Culiacan  has 
always  sent  up  a  few  vials  of  some  unlabeled 
substance  that  is  "muy  fuerte."  Refusal  to 
inject  this  wonder  drug  will,  in  most  cases, 
leave  the  patient  disappointed  or  irate.  He  or 
she  will  then  seek  out  a  local  person  skilled  in 
the  art  of  puncturing  the  buttocks  and  they  will 
enact  this  ritual  until  either  the  symptoms  are 
gone  or  the  medicine  is  expended. 

Other  consultas  are  emergency  cases 
for  such  things  as  gaping  wounds,  acute 
asthma,  births  and  severe  pains  of  any  type. 
With  these  patients,  the  amount  of  injections  or 
paraphernalia  or  frantic  effort  on  our  part 
leaves  the  family  more  than  satisfied  regardless 
of  the  outcome.  In  these  cases,  careful 
counseling  in  home  care  is  all  too  often 
disregarded  since  the  family  members  believe 
in  the  awesome  power  of  those  technological 
talismans  —  shots,  pills  and  ointments.  The 
child  with  fever  and  bronchitis,  when  treated 
with  aspirin  in  the  clinic,  may  be  less  likely  to 
get  the  vaporization  we  prescribed  for  home 
treatment.  It  is  painful  to  admit  that  after  the 
clinic  has  been  operating  a  year,  the  local 
attitude  towards  home  care  is  most  often,  "He's 
had  the  shot  (or  pills).  Why  do  anything  else?" 

A  complete  absence  of  health 
education  here  in  the  past,  heavy  handed, 
mindless  radio  advertising  campaigns  for 
medicines  and  unprincipled  wandering  Vendors 
of  useless,  sometimes  dangerous, 
pharmaceuticals  has  led  to  unhealthy 
overmedication.  With  minimal  understanding 
of  how  medicines  work  or  what  they  contain,  a 
new  folklore,  a  pharmaceutical  mythology,  has 
arisen.  Woe  be  it  unto  the  medico  who  doesn't 
inject  penicillin  for  pain  or  Vitamin  B12  for 
stomach  aches!  The  considerable  herbal  lore 
the  people  once  had  was  at  least  based  on  their 
own  experience  and  was  a  part  of  their 
everyday  environment.  So  called  "western" 
medicines  have  no  such  basis  and  are  subject  to 
rumor,  ritual  and  conjecture.  Despite  the 
recent  origins  of  these  folkways,  they  are 
nonetheless  powerful  and  well  entrenched,  thus 
making  education  the  most  crucial  and 
demanding  aspect  of  the  consulta. 

We  have  tried  to  deal  with  these 
problems  by  sheer  jawboning,  but  whenever 
we  have  succeeded,  I  am  uncertain  whether  the 
explanation  given  is  going  to  generate  any  new 
thoughts  or  habit  patterns  in  the  person.  Has 
s/he  understood  or  has  s/he  merely  accepted  a 
series  of  arbitrary  procedures  recommended  by 
the  "all-knowing"  medico?  The  continual 
struggle  to  counteract  fallacious  ideas  about 
health  and  to  stimulate  change  has  been  our 
greatest  challenge.  Here  and  there  a  person  has 
been  won  over  to  the  point  where  s/he  will 
challenge  a  neighbor  who  wants  to  put 
excrement  on  a  cut  or  give  a  purgative  to  a 
feverish  child.  This  is  all  too  rare,  but  the  fact 
that  such  a  dialogue  is  commencing  among 
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SF  Planning  Dept  Holds  4th 
Community  Workshop 

The  San  Francisco  Planning  Department 
held  its  fourth  Community  Workshop  at  the 
Dolores  Auditorium  on  September  17.  It 
was  attended  by  several  hundred  Mission 
District  residents,  to  whom  the  Department 
presented  three  alternative  zoning 
proposals.  Alternative  A  called  for  rezoning 
the  entire  Northeast  Mission  for  housing 
without  any  consideration  of  loss  of 
industrial  land.  Alternative  B  proposed 
continued  protection  of  industrial  land  as 
well  as  promoting  new  housing  in 
appropriate  areas  of  the  Northeast 
Industrial  Zone.  Alternative  C  proposed  no 
change  and  protection  of  all  industrial  land 
with  no  new  housing  in  that  area.  All  three 
alternatives  promoted  more  housing  along 
the  commercial  corridors. 

This  month,  the  Mission  Anti-Displacement 
Coalition  will  present  a  detailed  version  of 
the  People’s  Plan,  which  most  closely 
resembles  Alternative  B,  and  will  begin  a 
campaign  for  its  implementation.  The 
People’s  Plan  calls  for  the  protection  of  blue 
collar  jobs  and  the  prioritization  of 
affordable  and  family  housing. 
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New  Mission  News 


villagers  themselves  is  a  significant  step 
towards  a  self-operating  system  of  health  care 
and  health  education.  If  we  can  bring  this 
about  through  the  consultas,  we  will  have  been 
able  to  treat  the  community  as  well  as  the 
individuals  within  it. 

The  Vaccines 

It  is  a  long,  broken  trail  that  connects 
Ajoya  and  Pueblo  Viejo.  It  runs  for  thirty 
miles  across  uninhabited  canyons,  immense 
ridges  and  lofty  forests,  without  good  water 
along  the  way.  I  made  the  first  of  several  trips 
along  this  trail  from  Ajoya  in  early  February. 
We  vaccinated  two  hundred  children  (DPT  and 
polio)  and  one  hundred  adults  (typhoid)  from 
six  of  the  villages.  I  started  out  on  a  bitter  cold 
night  and  made  the  trip,  which  usually  takes 
two  days  by  mule,  in  twelve  hours.  Arriving  at 
the  first  ranch  house,  I  divided  the  vaccines 
and  ice  in  my  thermos  so  as  to  send  a  batch  to 
Teresa  in  El  Pueblo,  and  another  to  the  local 
volunteer  vaccinators  in  Rincon.  I  then  headed 
up  the  La  Sierrita-Azoteas  ridge.  February's 
lone  rainfall,  a  violent  half  hour  affair,  hit  me 
halfway  to  the  crest.  I  finished  vaccinating  the 
last  kid  at  midnight,  and  went  down  into  El 
Pueblo  to  compare  notes  with  Teresa.  The 
people  from  Rincon  had  not  shown  up  to  carry 
the  vaccines  down  the  valley.  Some  people 
hadn't  come  out  because  of  the  rain  and 
darkness.  Many  kids  had  la  gripa  (flu)  and 
high  fevers,  making  vaccination 
contraindicated.  Many  adults  had  acted 
damned  silly  about  injections.  We  hadn’t 
created  a  large  enough  reservoir  against 
infection  because,  on  this  round,  not  enough 
people  were  vaccinated 

Uin,  a  local  campesino,  boasted  of 
being  able  to  reach  El  Pueblo  from  Ajoya  in  8 
hours  by  a  high  sierra  trail  traversable  only  by 
foot.  Two  days  after  the  first  vaccinations,  he 
was  off.  He  proved  his  boast  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  a  mountain  lion  severely  mauled  his 
dog  on  the  return.  "Better  him  than  me,"  said 
Uin,  philosophically.  Not  wanting  to  be  left 
out  of  what  seemed  to  be  the  only  excitement 
in  the  area,  the  Rincon  folks  got  themselves 
another  marathon  runner,  Uin  being 
temporarily  disabled.  Alberto  vowed  to  beat 
Uin's  record,  lion  and  all.  Arriving  half  an 
hour  shy  of  the  mark,  Alberto  claimed  the 
legendary  onza,  (a  monstrous  cat  with  glowing 
eyes  and  supernatural  powers),  had  cornered 
him  in  a  box  canyon  for  two  hours.  He  showed 
everyone  some  recently  expended  shells  from 
his  pistol  to  prove  his  story,  leaving  himself 
open  to  some  good  natured  ribbing. 

Once  everyone  realized  what  was 
going  on,  the  community  divided  itself  into 
two  distinct  groups:  those  who  took  their 
punctures  with  stoical  good  humor  and  those 
who  hid  out  until  they  thought  the  ice  had 
melted  and  the  coast  was  clear.  The  former 
group  consisted  almost  entirely  of  children;  the 
latter  group  was  made  entirely  of  adults. 
Oligano  got  caught  under  his  bed,  making 
himself  an  easy  target.  Uin  made  a  valiant 
effort  to  escape,  but  tripped  over  his  ailing  dog. 
Felipe,  celebrating  his  saint's  day  with  free  beer 
for  all,  left  himself  and  his  groggy  well-wishers 
easy  prey  to  Teresa's  enthusiasm.  A  few  hung 
over  partygoers  wanted  treatment  for  scorpion 
bites  in  the  morning,  forgetting  the  drunken 
bravado  with  which  they  had  rolled  up  then- 
sleeves  the  previous  evening.  Moto  armed 
himself  with  a  machete  and  defied  anyone  to 
try  and  vaccinate  him.  Unfortunately,  his 
compadres  had  already  been  jabbed  and, 
human  nature  being  what  it  is,  they  saw  no 
reason  to  let  their  amigo  escape  their  fate. 
With  a  malicious  glee,  they  disarmed  and 
unshirted  the  flailing,  cursing  Moto,  who  was 
then  crudely  but  effectively  injected.  So  ended 
the  first  wave  of  vaccinations. 

In  March,  the  newest  runner,  Pacho, 
again  failed  to  equal  Uin's  mark;  however  he 
arrived  with  plenty  of  ice  in  the  thermos  at 
about  1:30  in  the  afternoon.  This  time,  a  local 
family  had  decided  that  the  vaccines  were  part 
of  a  plot  by  the  United  States  government  to 
kill  off  Mexicans.  The  rumor  was  circulated 
that,  once  vaccinated,  a  person  had  but  five 
years  to  live!  Some  people  were  frightened  and 
vowed  not  to  be  caught  with  their  arms 
exposed.  Teresa,  Paula  and  I  had  to  do  the 
house  to  house  educational  talk  all  over  again. 
All  but  a  few  people  were  convinced  to  get  the 
second  and  last  of  the  typhoid  series.  The 
older  kids  all  came  giggling  to  be  first,  and 
stayed  around  to  laugh  at  the  mannerisms  of 
the  reluctant  adults.  The  event  ended  at  9  pm, 
when  Jose  Luis  decided  it  was  too  cold  an 
evening  to  spend  nearly  naked  down  by  the 
arroyo  waiting  for  the  bothersome  vaccinators 
to  get  out  of  his  house.  Like  the  building  of  the 
clinic,  the  vaccination  program  was  a 
community  effort  full  of  boundless  good 
intention  and  chaotic  execution,  but  all  in  all  a 


In  April  of  this  year,  the  second  of  the  DPT 
and  Polio  series  will  be  given  The  adults,  now 
no  longer  targets  of  the  needle,  have  decided 
the  whole  thing  is  a  lot  of  fun,  and  probably  a 
good  medical  practice,  too.  With  help  from  the 
Ajoya  Clinic,  the  people  themselves  can  now 
organize  future  vaccinating  programs  for  the 
outlying  ranchos  and  those  people  missed  this 
time  around.  Teresa  is  already  making  the 
plans. 

The  Bad  Year 

When  the  rains  finally  let  up  in 
October,  tension  is  released  and  people  begin 
looking  forward  to  a  full  harvest  and  fuller 
bellies.  But  this  year  the  rains  ended  early,  in 
mid-September.  The  com  stalks  became  brittle 
and  dry  in  the  fields  and  the  com  failed  to  fully 
mature.  Towards  the  middle  of  October,  the 
remains  of  a  fierce  coastal  hurricane  flattened 
most  of  what  was  left  of  the  crop.  Also,  the 
beans  and  sugar  cane  were  hit  by  frosts  in 
November  and  December,  making  for  a 
miserable  harvest.  In  other  years,  several 
inches  of  rain  in  January  have  made  crops  of 
tomatoes,  fruits  and  green  vegetables  possible, 
but  except  for  a  few  gray  drizzles,  this  January, 
too,  was  a  dry  month.  In  February,  with  nearly 
six  months  to  go  before  the  next  good  rains,  the 
arroyo  had  already  begun  to  dry  up.  Now,  in 
March,  the  people  began  to  sell  whatever  they 
had  (cattle,  mules,  sewing  machines  and  labor) 
to  distant,  more  fortunate  areas.  Some  families 
left  the  Sierra  to  take  their  chances  in  the 
already  crowded  "barrios"  of  Mazatlan  or 
Culiacan.  To  add  to  all  of  this  misfortune,  this 
month  a  U.  S. -Mexican  helicopter  crusade, 
looking  for  marijuana  fields,  sprayed  every 
cultivated  patch  of  ground,  orchards  and 
grazing  lands.  Concentrations  of  the 
herbicides  in  the  sluggish  streams  proved  fatal 
to  cattle  in  many  cases.  Inflation  was  the  final 
blow.  In  the  local  stores,  by  mid-March,  the 
price  of  every  staple  commodity  which  people 
needed  to  buy  in  quantity  had  at  least  doubled. 

When  I  arrived  in  Ajoya  for  supplies 
in  early  March,  I  was  told  that  the  people  of  the 
Pueblo  Clinic  would  need  to  somehow  achieve 
the  very  difficult  goal  of  self-sufficiency  in  the 
primary  health  care  program  in  a  period  of  a 
few  months.  All  of  us  are  working  extremely 
hard  to  reach  that  goal,  but  now  it  seems  more 
distant,  more  impossible  than  ever. 

This  year,  for  many  of  the 
campesinos  as  well  as  for  us  medical  amateurs, 
it  is  a  long,  cruel  way  to  the  next  harvest.  It  is 
bad,  but  not  too  overwhelming,  when  one  is 
faced  with  a  single  critically-ill  patient.  Now, 
however,  the  health  of  the  community  itself 
seems  to  be  endangered.  We  can  share  with 
these  people  the  numbing  presence  of 
helplessness  before  the  relentless  natural  forces 
that  must  be  combated  each  and  every  day. 
We  feel  our  common  inadequacy  to  move 
events  and  shape  our  destinies.  Yet  we  know 
that,  after  all  our  effort,  we  cannot  give  up  or 
succumb  to  the  fatalism  which  has  always 
afflicted  these  mountains.  How  we  will  work 
everything  out,  I  don't  know.  But  this  village 
health  program  is  needed  more  urgently  than 
ever  before,  and  it  is  going  to  remain  here  for 
the  campesinos  who  work  so  hard  and  have  so 
little. 

-  Victor  Miller 
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by  Paul  Romo 

ROOM  FOR  GROWTH 

Wedged  behind  a  German  language  church 
and  a  center  for  seniors  sits  an  isolated  and 
somewhat  overlooked  school.  Despite  the 
amount  of  noise  generated  from  the  playground 
at  Children's  Day  School,  Director  Rick  Ackeriy 
is  having  a  strenuous  time  getting  parents  to 
notice  this  spacious  private  school,  nestled  on  a 
lone  Mission  acre.  Aware  that  many  parents  in 
the  neighborhood  may  not  be  sure  if  they  can 
afford  tuition,  Ackeriy  wants  them  to  know  that 
his  school  has  a  sliding  scale  tuition  and 
openings.  In  more  prosperous  times,  word-of- 
mouth  was  enough  to  keep  classrooms  full,  but 
in  lean  times  that  has  not  been  the  case.  With 
160  kids  enrolled.  Children's  Day  School  still 
has  45  openings  in  K-5  classrooms.  The  fact 
that  the  school  is  not  visible  from  the 
intersection  of  Dolores  and  16th  may  to  some 
degree  account  for  the  absence  of  students. 
Simply  put,  parents  looking  for  a  private  school 
might  not  even  know  it  exists. 

Dressed  casually  in  a  white  polo  shirt  and 
brown  slacks,  his  interlaced  fingers  behind  his 
head,  Ackeriy  leans  forward  and  puts  his  hands 
on  the  table.  "A  school  in  trouble?  I  know  whpt 
to  do  with  that."  He  is  committed  to  making  a 
partnership  with  teachers  as  well  as  parents,  so 
that  everyone  becomes  involved  in  the  child's 
development.  As  well,  he  welcomes  different 
cultures  and  encourages  racial  diversity  at  the 
school.  Amid  all  the  slogans  and  soundbytes  that 
are  constantly  thrown  our  way,  it  is  refreshing  to 
hear  someone  like  Ackeriy  come  out  and  say 
what  is  wrong  with  the  business  of  teaching 
children  these  days.  He  believes  that  to  create 
learners,  mistakes  must  be  seen  as  a  positive 
thing,  and  that  "when  we  get  in  a  conflict, 
differences  are  good  -that  is  where  all  the  real 
learning  takes  place."  Admitting  that  his 
contributions  to.  education  are  somewhat 
peculiar,  Ackeriy  says  his  job  is  similar  to  that 
of  an  orchestra  conductor,  then  he  corrects 
himself  and  says,  Tm  more  like  the  plate 
spinner  in  the  sideshow." 

For  information  about  enrollment,  contact: 

Children 's  Day  School 

333  Dolores  Street,  SF  CA  94110 

http:  //www.  cds-sf.org 

phone  41 5-861-5432 fax  415-861-5419 

TIL  THE  WHEELS  FALL  OFF 

The  San  Francisco  Illegal  Soapbox  Society 
will  compete  in  their  final  race  of  the  year,  for 
the  season  championship,  on  Sunday,  October 
27th.  The  race  is  followed  by  a  blowout  party, 
usually  at  El  Rio  in  the  Mission  District.  Races 
begin  at  the  closed  part  of  Bemal  Heights 
Boulevard  in  Bemal  Heights  Park,  at  the 
southern  end  of  Folsom  Street. 

The  race,  and  the  San  Francisco  Illegal 
Soapbox  Society,  have  been  going  strong  for.1  ID 
years  now.  Riders  make  their  soapboxes  oui  of 
anything;  the  only  requirement  is  that  each  car 
have  a  cup  holder  (for  the  long  haul  back  up  the 
hill,  rather  than  for  taking  a  swig  while  coming 
down  it.)  Viewers  have  an  opportunity  to  take  in 
an  army  of  eye-catching  vehicles,  built  with  no 
shortage  of  creativity  and  ingenuity. 

JUNK  IN  THE  TRUNK 

Cell  Spacfe  is'under  the  microscope.  Until  they 
can  comply  with  City  building  and  fire  codes. 


the  community  arts  space  on  Bryant  Street  is 
prohibited  from  holding  any  large  public  events. 
They  are  still  able  to  hold  classes  and  rehearsals 
but,  because  events  pay  about  half  their  monthly 
rent,  they  can't  generate  funds  for  materials 
unless  a  significant  number  of  people  come 
through  the  doors.  And  while  they've  received 
some  facility  improvement  grants,  these  are  not 
sufficient  to  pay  for  the  required  repairs. 

So,  beginning  Sunday,  October  6th,  a  2-month 
long  series  of  community  sales  will  be  held  by 
the  Mission  Village  Art  Farm  and  Flea  Market  to 
raise  money  for  the  Cell  Space  facility.  This  is  an 
opportunity  to  support  local  entrepreneurs,  buy 
or  barter  local  handcrafts,  treasures'and  produce. 
Food  and  local  performers  will  also  be  on  hand. 

Since  1996,  Cell  Space  has  been  providing  an 
affordable,  positive,  creative  environment  for 
people  of  all  ages  to  develop  their  artistic  skills. 
Classes  and  workshops  are  available  in  a  number 
of  media:  metal,  wood,  puppetry,  sewing,  music, 
dance  and  digital  video.  The  Flea  Market  will  be 
held  on  Sundays,  from  October  6th  through 
December,  1 0am-5pm,  on  Florida  Street  between 
18th  and  19th  (Empty  lot  behind  Cell  Space!. 

For  more  info,  write  market(a)cellsvace.  ore,  call 
970-9797,  or  visit  www.cellspace.org. 

STOP  THE  WAR  BEFORE  IT  STARTS 

Professor  Stephen  Zunes  believes  that  unless 
there  is  an  outcry  of  opposition,  war  is 
inevitable.  Chairman  of  the  Peace  &  Justice 
Studies  Program  at  USF,  Dr.  Zunes  serves  as 
Middle  East  editor  for  the  Foreign  Policy  in 
Focus  Project.  In  his  essay.  Seven  Fallacies  of 
U.S.  Plans  to  Invade  Iraq)  (which  can  be  read  at 
http  ://www.  common  dreams .  org/vi  ews02/0 820- 

04.htm)  Zunes  writes,  "[Bush]  appears  eager  to 
embark  on  perhaps  the  most  reckless  foreign 
military  campaign  in  U.S.  history.  Taking 
advantage  of  the  fear,  anger,  and  sense  of 
nationalism  felt  by  so  many  Americans  in  the 
wake  of  the  September  1 1  terrorist  attacks,  the 
Bush  administration  and  its  allies  in  Congress 
and  the  media  are  now  seeking  to  justify  an 
unrelated  military  campaign  that  would  have 
otherwise  been  unimaginable." 

As  editor  of  Nonviolent  Social  Movements. 
(Blackwell  Publishers,  1999),  he  traveled 
frequently  to  the  Middle  East  and  other  conflict 
regions,  and  has  served  as  a  political  analyst  for 
NPR  and  Pacifica  Radio,  the  BBC  and  MSNBC. 
He  will  discuss  why  a  war  against  Iraq  is  wrong, 
raising  deep  questions  regarding  its  legality,  its 
justification,  its  political  implications,  and  the 
potential  costs  of  the  war  itself.  Zunes  is  author 
of  the  highly-acclaimed  Tinderbox:  U.S.  Middle 
East  Policy  and  the  Roots  of  Terrorism 
(Common  Courage  Press,  2002),  and  is  currently 
completing  a  book  on  the  conflict  in  the  Western 
Sahara  for  Syracuse  University  Press. 
i  Pro-Peace  Talk  on  Iraq  w/Stephen  Zunes 
Friday,  October  18,h  from  7pm  to  8:30pm 
Centro  del  Pueblo 

474  Valencia  (between  15th  and  16th). 

email:  stephen@coho.org 

STOP  THE  WAR  ON  IRA  Q!  -A  day  of 

internationally  coordinated  local  rallies! 

Saturday,  October  26,h  at  11am 

Justin  Herman  Plaza@Market/Embarcadero 

www.  intemationalanswer.  org. 


THE  ARTISTS  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO  OPEN  STUDIOS 


OPEN  STUDIOS 

Every  October,  hundreds  of  local  artists  open 
their  studios,  living  rooms,  warehouses,  and  live- 
work  spaces  as  part  of  Open  Studios.  Not  only 
do  they  encourage  you  to  stare  at  their  walls  and 
enter  their  living  quarters,  they  also  welcome 
you  to  eat  their  food  and  drink  their  wine;  and  as 
part  of  the  whole  experience,  they  offer  their 
artwork  for  sale. 

Viewers  can  expect  to  see  paintings,  sculpture, 
photography,  prints,  jewelry,  illustrations  and 


wearable  art.  If  things 'go  well,  some  object  you 
once  spied  while  waiting  for  the  light  to  turn 
green  may  end  up  on  your  wall. 

The  event  is  sponsored  by  the  nonprofit  group, 
ArtSpan,  and  free  maps  to  the  studios  are 
available  at  bookstores  and  coffeehouses  around 
the  Bay  Area.  Saturday  &  Sunday,  October  12- 
13,  Studios  in  and  around  the  Mission  will  be 
open  for  display. 

Visit  www  . sfopenstudios.com  or  call  861-9838. 


success. 
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4  FRIDAY 

“Desire  and  Creation”-  An  Anti- 
Oppressionist  Dream  of  Motherhood, 
written  and  performed  by  Saun-Toy  Latifa 
Trotter.  Jon  Sims  Center  for  the  Arts,  1519 
Mission  Street,  8  pm,  $5-$10  sliding  scale. 
Also  presented  November  1.  554-0402 

5  SATURDAY 

Last  Chance  to  See-  the  2nd  Annual  Feast 
of  One-Page  Plays,  today  and  tomorrow  at 
ODC  Theater,  3153  17th  Street  @  Shotwell, 
8  pm,  $15-$18.  863-9834  or 

www.odctheater.org 

6  SUNDAY 

Lila  Downs-  accompanied  by  a  five-piece 
band,  she  performs  her  own  beautiful 
compositions  as  well  as  native  Meso- 
American  music  in  Mixtex,  Zapotec,  Maya 
and  Nahuatl.  Brava  Theater  Center,  2789 
24th  Street,  8  pm,  $24  general/$22  students. 
647-2822 

Big  Burlesque  Workshop-Dancer’s  Group 
Studio,  3252A  19th  St.  at  Shotwell,  2-4  pm, 
$20. Call  707/546-6170,  or  send  an  e-mail  to 
fullsun@sonic.net  to  pre-register 
At  last,  a  flea  market  in  the  Mission!-The 
Mission  Village  Art  Farm  and  Flea  Market 
starts  today,  with  Fresh  Produce,  Food, 
Info,  Art,  Crafts,  Funky  Junk,  Performers, 
and  Youth  Expressions.  Runs  every 
Sunday,  October  6th  through  December, 
10am-5pm.  Florida  St.  between  18th  and 
19th.  Contact  415.970.9797  or 
market@cellspace.ofg  for  more  information 
or  to  be  a  vendor. 
Candidate’s  Night  for  District  6 
Supervisor-  Presented  by  District  6 
Merchants.  Victoria  Theater,  2961  -  16th 
Street  (@  16th  Street  BART).  Doors  Open 
at  6:30  pm,  Candidates  at  7:00  pm.  For 
More  Information  Call  415-863-7576. 

7  MONDAY 

Wanna  Vote  Early?  Today  marks  the 
beginning  of  early  voting  in  the  basement  of 
City  Hall.  Voters  may  cast  ballots  at  the 
Department  of  Elections  between  8  am  and 


5  pm  Monday  through  Friday  from  now  ‘til 
the  November  5  election.  You  could  also 
sign  up  to  be  a  poll  worker  and  earn  $82- 
105  for  one  day’s  work.  Bilingual  Spanish 
and  Chinese  workers  are  especially  needed. 

8  TUESDAY 

Job  Fair-  Local  And  National  Hiring 
Employers  seeking  to  interview  and  hire 
personnel  in  information  systems, 
engineering,  finance,  sales,  administration, 
healthcare,  restaurant,  retail  and  more, 
regardless  of  race,  creed,  national  origin, 
gender,  age,  physical  disability  or  veteran 
status,  at  Hyatt  Regency  Embarcadero,  11 
am-6  pm,  free.  Call  1-800-390-5561  Ext. 
107. 

The  Hybrid  Project-  at  Intersection  for  the 
Arts,  446  Valencia,  8  pm,  $5-$15. 
STARHAWK  and  LIZ  HIGHLE YMAN - 

the  two  essayists  read  from  Webs  of  Power 
and  From  ACT  UP  to  the  WTO.  Modern 
Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia  Street,  7:30 
pm,  free. 

9  WEDNESDAY 

Astrid  Hadad-  the  incomparable,  sultry- 
voiced  Lebanese-Mexican  cabaret  diva 
from  Quintana  Roo  brings  her  unique  brand 
of  magnificent,  slutty  virtuosity  to  our 
neighborhood  for  a  five-night  run  nobody 
wants  to  miss.  You’ll  tell  your 
grandchildren  about  this  babe  spme  day. 
Astrid  performs  tonight  through  Sunday 
at  Brava  Theater  Center  (formerly  the  York 
Theater),  2789  24th  Street,  8  pm,  $30 
general/$28  seniors  and  students,  and  worth 
every  penny.  647-2822 

10  THURSDAY 

“A  Perfect  Human  Being”-A  play  by 
Kristina  Goodnight  at  Theater  Rhinoceros 
Studio,  2926  16th  Street,  8:30  pm.  Also 
October  11,  12,  17,  18,  19.  For  info  call 
861-5079 

Butch  Writers  Present-  Maiana  Minahai 
and  Lolan  Sevilla  read  their  work  and 
answer  questions.  Jon  Sims  Center  for  the 
Arts,  1519  Mission  Street,  8  pm,  $7-$12 
sliding  scale.  554-0402 


The  Boom  and  the  Bubble-  read  by  the 
author,  UCLA  History  Professor  Robert 
Brenner.  Modem  Times  Bookstore,  888 
Valencia  Street,  8  pm,  free.  282-9246 
Are  You  Ready  to  Rumble?-  If  not,  the 
Red  Cross  Earthquake  Preparedness  Course 
is  for  you.  2713  San  Bruno  Avenue  @ 
Bacon  St,  6:30-8:30.  Call  467-8665  to 
register.  Free 

Black  Snow  is  a  new  play  opening  tonight 
at  Venue  9,  252  Ninth  Street  at  Folsom. 
Call  262-0477  for  tickets  and  information. 
LUNAFEST  2002  -  Films  by,  for  &  about 
women  at  Delaney  Street  Theater,  600 
Embarcadero,  7  pm.  The  Films: 
"Grrlyshow,"  "Janey  Van  Winkle," 
"Personal  Touch,"  "Psalm  51,"  "Dear 
Judge,"  &  "Boobie  Girl."  For  more 
information,  visit 

www.lunabar.com/lunafest/films.html 
Avatars-  a  video  game  style  voyage  that 
merges  live  performance  with  ellectronis 
music,  video  animation  and  short  film  at 
DNA  Lounge,  375  Eleventh  Street,  8 
pm,$15-$18.  308-1952  Also  presented 
Oct.  17  &  24. 

The  Devil  Never  Sleeps/El  Diablo  nunca 
Duerme,  a  film  by  Lourdes  Portillo, 
Galeria  de  la  Raza,  2857  24th  Street,  7  pm, 
$2-$5,  826-8009 

11  FRIDAY 

“Live  Naked  Minds”-  Heather  Gold 
performs  improvisational  comedy  in  her 
debut  full-length  solo  performance.  Jon 
Sims  Center  for  the  Arts,  1519  Mission 
Street,  8  pm,  $5-$  10  sliding  scale.  Also 
presented  November  8.  554-0402 

12  SATURDAY 

Crissy  Field  Campfire-  plus  African 
Queens,  a  female  dance  troupe  of  7  to  17 
year  olds,  and  performers  from  the 
Kulintang  Dance  Theater.  Crissy  Field 
Amphitheater,  5  to  7  pm,  free.  Call  561- 
7752  for  more  details. 

Entre  La  Luz  y  La  Muerte-  Day  of  the 
Dead  exhibition  at  SomArts  Gallery  begins 
today  and  runs  through  November  2.  934 
Brannan  Street,  12-5  pm,  Tuesdays  through 
Sundays,  free. 


Flute  Virtuoso  Robert  Dick  performs 
recent  original  solo  works  for  flute  at  New 
Langton  Arts,  1246  Folsom  Street,  8  pm,  $8 
general,  $6  members,  students  and  seniors. 
626-5416 

Un  Sabado  por  la  Familia-  The  Red 
Cross  gives  infant  CPR  training  and 
certification  and  a  brief  disaster 
preparedness  presentation,  all  in  Spanish, 
then  serves  lunch  9  am  to  5:30  pm  at  St. 
Peter’s  Church,  1249  Alabama,  free.  Call 
427-8051  to  register. 

13  SUNDAY 

Former  UNSCOM  inspector  Scott 
Ritter’s  film,  In  Shifting  Sands ,  at  the 
Roxie  Cinema,  3117  16th  Street,  3  pm  and  6 
pm.  Call  863-0611  for  info. 

Santuzza’s  Revenge-  The  Ina  Chalis  Opera 
Ensemble  presents  Mascagni’s  romantic 
drama.  Community  Music  Center,  544 
Capp  Street,  4  pm.  $10  adults/$5 
students/seniors.  826-8670 
North  Mission  History  Walk-  Join  your 
neighbors  for  a  history  walk  of  the  North 
Mission,  led  by  Professor  Max  Kirkeberg  of 
SFSU  and  sponsored  by  the  16th  St./North 
Mission  Neighborhood  Association.  Meet 
for  coffee  at  Ti  Couz  Creperie,  3108  16th 
Street  near  Valencia  at  9:30  am.  History 
Walk  starts  at  10  am,  ends  at  noon.  Free, 
558-8133. 

Flea  market  in  the  Mission!-The  Mission 
Village  Art  Farm  and  Flea  Market  happens 
again  today,  with  Fresh  Produce,  Food, 
Info,  Art,  Crafts,  Funky  Junk,  Performers, 
and  Youth  Expressions.  Runs  every  Sunday 
through  December,  10  am-5  pm.  Florida  St. 
between  18th  and  19th.  Contact 

415.970.9797  or  market@cellsDace.org 
for  more  information  or  to  be  a  vendor. 
Family  Fest  2002  -Golden  Gate  Park’s 
largest  celebration  of  families,  a  free  event 
featuring  children’s  games,  food, 

entertainment,  and  information  on  child 
care,  public  schools  and  youth  programs. 
Participation  includes  free  admission  to  the 
California  Academy  of  Sciences.  12-4  pm. 
Concourse  Drive,  Golden  Gate  Park.  Call 
Coleman  Advocates  @  642-1048 


Ruby  Gallery  is 
Local  Artists  working  - 


for  themselves 
Art  is  our  day  job! 


Voted  Best  Place 
to  buy  Jewelry 
Bay  Guardian  2000/2001 


^  Jewelry  •  *  Gifts 

%  Accessories  %  Home 

Ruby  Gallery 
3602  20th  St  @  Valencia 
415  550  8052 


ENC ANTADA 

Gallery  of  Fine  Arts 

908  Valencia  Street  @  20th 

Tue-Sun.  11:30-6pm,  Fri.-Sat.  T2-7pm 
Telephone:  (415)  642-3939 
email:  encantadagallery@yahoo.com 

New  Exhibition  (Oct.  1 9th  to  Nov.  4th) 

El  Calor  de  la  Vida:  Eleroes  y  Divinas 

in  celebration  ofEncantada  Gallery's  5th  year! 

Sat,Oct.l9,  4-7pm:  Opening  Reception 

Artist  Talk,  5pm,  Ceremonial  Music  by  Xaguea,  6-7pm 

|  ‘  Workshops  /  Talleres:  Cosas  para  su  Ofrenda 

Sat,  Oct.  26,  lOam-lpm  with  Laurie  Mackenzie 
"Pan  de  Muerto  y  Chocolate  para  la  Familia" 

2-4pm  with  Tony  Tharp,  "Calaca  Assemblage" 

Sun,  Oct.  27,  2-4pm  "Papel  Picado" 

For  Docent  Tours  or  Talleres,  call  642-3939  for  reservations- 

Sat,  Nov.  2,  6-8pm:  Dia  de  los  Muertos  Reception 

Installations:  LUIGI  GIOVANNI  •  LINDA  &  SUSAN  LUCERO  •  VICTOR  AVALOS  •  TERESA  FLORES  •  RAQUEL  GARCIA 
Painters:  MAYA  GONZALEZ  •  ANITA  DE  LUCIO  BROCK  •  ALEX  FLORES  •  LUCIA  RODRIGUEZ  •  LILIANA  WILSON 


10  OCTOBER  2002 


New  Mission  News 


And  Another  Free  Mission  Historical 
Walk-  sponsored  by  SF  Public  Library. 
Meet  at  Women’s  Building,  3643  18th 
Street,  at  noon. 

Tango  after  midnight-  Dance  the  sensual, 
classic  Tango  -  Midnight  to  5  am  -  with 
special  guest  DJ  Dan  Boccia  from  Alaska, 
plus  performances  by  Angel  &  Christy  and 
Homer  &  Christina.  Metronome  Ballroom, 
1830  17th  Street,  $15.  Call  415-252-9000 
or  go  to  www.metronomeballroom.com 

14  MONDAY 

Flamenco  Bass  Workshop-  with  Mariano 
Martos.  Sponsored  by  the  Zellerbach 
Family  Fund.  Community  Music  Center, 
544  Capp  Street,  7:30  -10  pm,  free. 

Wet  what?  View  the  prototype  of  a  new 
video  installation/sculpture,  "Damp 
Horsey,"  at  Studio  9  at  the  San  Francisco 
Art  Institute,  8-10  pm.  Go  through  the  back 
entrance/parking  lot  of  the  Institute  on 
Francisco  at  Leavenworth  and  Jones  rather 
than  the  front  Chestnut  entrance. 
World  Class  Clown-Moshe  Cohen  stars  in 
“Mister  YooHoo  Comes  to  Noh  Space” 
tonight  and  tomorrow  at  Theater  of 
Yugen/Noh  Space,  3840  Mariposa,  8  pm, 
$10-$  15  sliding  scale.  621-7978 

15  TUESDAY  t 

Trinh  T.  Minh-Ha-  Award-winning  film 
maker  and  educator  reads  from  her  new 
book  on  creative  aspirations  and  political 
subjects.  Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446 
Valencia,  8  pm,  $5-$  15.  626-2787 

The  Path  of  Minor  Planets-  read  by  the 
author,  Andrew  Greer.  Modem  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia,  8  pm,  free.  282- 
9246 


16  WEDNESDAY 
Guerilla  News  Network-  Video 
Presentation,  Galeria  de  la  Raza,  2857  24' 
Street,  7  pm,$2-$5,  826-8009 


and 

th 


17  THURSDAY 

Letters  From  Mississippi-  read  by  the 
author,  Elizabeth  Martinez.  Modem  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia,  7:30  pm,  free. 
282-9246 


Soon,  and  in  Pleasant  Company  is  the 
name  of  a  program  of  four  dance  pieces 
presented  today  through  Saturday  at  8  pm 
at  ODC  Theater,  3153  17th  Street,  $13-$15. 
863-9834 

18  FRIDAY 

Pro-Peace  Teach-In-  A  Town  hall 
Discussion  on  Iraq  Featuring  Stephen  Zunis 
at  Centro  Del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia,  7-8:30 
pm.  Lecture  and  Q&A  Session.  $0-10 
donation  requested.  Read  Zunis’  recent 
essay,  “Seven  Fallacies  of  U  S.  Plans  to 
Invade  Iraq”  at 

http://www.commondreams.org/views02/ 

0820-04.htm  For  info,  call  864-1278 
O.T.H.E.R.  Brothers-  a  seven-member 
performance  ensemble  of  female-bom, 
male-identified  artists  of  color  “gives  voice 
to  the  unimagined  and  unconventional.”  Jon 
Sims  Center  for  the  Arts,  1519  Mission 
Street,  8  pm,  $5-$  10  sliding  scale.  Also 
presented  November  15.  554-0402 
Concert  with  Conversation-  a 
demonstration  and  dialogue  on  how  jazz 
works.  Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp 
Street,  6  pm,  free. 

Ms.  DeMeanor's  Fat-Bottom  Revue-Ms. 
DeMeanor  and  her  bevy  of  beauties  in  a 
show  you  won’t  want  to  miss,  plus  hip-hop 
performances  by  Big  Moves’  own  Phat  Fly 
Girls.  Cafe  Du  Nord,  2170  Market  Street,  7 
pm. 

If  Your  Zip  Code  is  94110-  you  will  be 
admitted  free  of  charge  to  the  usually 
rather  pricey  California  Academy  of 
Sciences  in  Golden  Gate  Park  today, 
tomorrow  and  Sunday.  Bring  proof  of 
address. 

19  SATURDAY 

Five  Funny  Women-  that  is,  five  local 
comediennes,  will  take  the  stage  at  Victoria 
Theater  at  8  pm  in  an  all-female  comedy 
showcase.  For  more  information  or  to 
purchase  tickets,  visit 

www.bombshellcomedy.com 
Don’t  Get  All  Shook  Up-  Take  the  Red 
Cross’  free  Earthquake  Preparedness 
Course.  2713  San  Bruno  Avenue  @  Bacon, 
11  am-1  pm.  Call  467-8665  to  register. 


Big  Moves  Presents-  a  Dance  Class  on  The 
Fundamentals  of  Hip-Hop  on  the  1st  and 
3rd  Saturdays  of  every  month,  3  to  5  pm  at 
Dance  Mission,  3316  24th  Street  at 
Mission.  $  15/class  if  paid  in  advance,  $20 
drop-in.  Call  707/546-6170,  or  send  an  e- 
mail  to  pre-register,  www.bigmoves.org 
Free  Mural  Walk-sponsored  by  SF  Public 
Library.  Meet  at  Precita  and  Harrison, 
behind  Flynn  Elementary  School,  at  noon. 

20  SUNDAY 

Chasky-  presented  by  Horizons  Unlimited, 
in  collaboration  with  Casa  de  los  Jovenes 
and  Instituto  Familiar  de  la  Raza,  gathers  at 
Mission  Playground,  3555  19th  Street 
between  Valencia  and  Guerrero,  and  moves 
in  procession  to  Mission  Cultural  Center.  1 
pm,  free.  487-6713 

How’s  Your  Health?-  “Winning  Long 
Term  Care;  A  Report  on  the  State  of 
California’s  Health  Care  Options  Study”  by 
Charlene  Harrington,  626  Pacheco,  3  pm, 
free.  695-7891 

Free  Concert-  Piano  duets  by  Mozart, 
Brahms,  Satie,  Dvorak  and  Stravinsky. 
Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp  Street, 
4  pm,  free. 

Flea  market-The  Mission  Village  Art  Farm 
and  Flea  Market  happens  again  today,  with 
Fresh  Produce,  Food,  Info,  Art,  Crafts, 
Funky  Junk,  Performers,  and  Youth 
Expressions.  Runs  every  Sunday  through 
December,  10  am-5  pm.  Florida  St. 
between  18th  and  19th.  Contact 
415.970.9797  or  market@cellspace.org  for 
more  information  or  to  be  a  vendor. 


modern  times  bookstore 

888  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco 
Monday-Saturday  10-9,  Sunday  11-6 
www.moderfltimesbookstore.com 


Become  a  Modem  limes 

member.  Members  get  a  10  % 
discount  on  all  purchases,  on 
top  of  existing  discounts.  Mem¬ 
bers  also  receive  our  monthly 
events  calendar  in  the  mail 
AND  the  satisfaction  of  sup¬ 
porting  a  thirty-one  year  old 
progressive,  literary  and  cultural 
space.  Come  on  down!  One 
year  membership: 825/individual, 
830/couple,  815/low  income. 


EVENT  BOOKS  10%  OFF 
>•  *- 

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  8th  AT  7:30  Pm 

STARHAWK:  WEBS  OF  POWER 
UZ  HIGHLEYMAN: 

FROM  ACT  UP  TO  THE  WTO 

«* 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  10th  AT  8:00  PM 

ROBERT  BRENNER: 

THE  BOOM  AND  THE  BUBBLE 


TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  15th  AT  7:30  PM 

ANDREW  GREER: 

THE  PATH  OF  MINOR  PLANETS 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  17th  AT  7:30  PM 

ELIZABETH  MARTINEZ: 

LETTERS  FROM  MISSISSIPPI 

MONDAY,  OCTOBER  21*t  AT  7:30  PM 

ANDREW  KIMBRALL: 

FATAL  HARVEST  EDITOR 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  23rd  AT  4:00  PM 

SI  SE  PUEDEI  DIANA  COHN 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  24th  AT  7:30  PM 

INDIE  PRESS  PARTY  FOR  AK  PRESS 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  26th  AT  7:30  PM  ISS 

END-DEPENDENCE  LATINO 
SPOKEN  WORD  TOUR 

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  29th  AT  7:30  PM 

M ICH  EUE  TEA:  .OHELSEAWHI STLE . 

.WHEELCHAIR  ACCESSIBLE- 
EVENJS  FREE  AND  OPEN  TO  THE  PUBLIC.  , 


21  MONDAY 

Andrew  Kimbrall-  The  editor  of  Fatal 
Harvest  talks  about  ecologically  destructive 
agricultural  systems  and  environmentally 
safer  ways  of  producing  the  food  we  eat. 
Modem  Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia, 
7:30  pm,  free.  282-9246 

23  WEDNESDAY 

Diana  Cohn-A  visit  from  the  author  of  SI 
SE  PUEDE!  Modem  Times  Bookstore,  888 
Valencia,  4  pm,  free.  282-9246 
District  6  Meeting-  SoMA  Rec  Center,  270 
;  6th  Street  at  Folsom,  6-8pm,  free. 


would  you  buy  fish 
from  just  anybody? 

Probably  not...espedally  after  you  visit 
Mission  Market  Fish  &  Poultry. 

Family  owned  and  operated  in  the  Mission  District  for  22  years. 

Bob  still  buys  fresh  local  fish  early  each  morning.  We  cook  fresh 
crab  right  on  the  premises,  and  are  happy  to  clean,  crack, 
butterfly,  slice,  or  fillet  your  selections  just  the  way  you  like  them. 
And  don't  forget  to  check  out 
our  wide  selection  of  ^  /p\ 

California-grown  poultry. 

2590  Mission  Street 

San  Francisco  (415)282-3331  FISH  &  POULTRY 


24  THURSDAY 

!  Premiering  Tonight-  and  continuing 
|  Thursdays  through  Sundays  through 
!  November  18,  Naomi  Iizuka’s  play,  “17 
j  Reasons  (why),”  an  homage  to  the 
!  mysteries  of  the  Mission  District  from  the 
j  early  1800s  to  the  present  day.  Intersection 
|  for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia  Street,  8  pm,  $9- 
$15,  Thursdays  pay  what  you  can.  626- 
|  2787 

I  Alexander  Cockburn  and  Roxanne 
|  Dunbar-Ortiz-  Hear  them  read  from  new 
releases  by  AK  press,  indie  publisher  of  the 
month.  Modem  Times  Bookstore,  888 
Valencia,  7:30  pm,  free.  282-9246 
Ten  Years  On-  is  an  exhibit  of  photographs 
and  writings  from  children  of  Guatemala  at 
City  Hall.  Reception  tonight,  5-7  pm,  free. 
Artists  Talk-  a  Discussion  on  Art  & 
Violence  at  Galeria  de  la  Raza,  2857  24th 
Street,  7  pm,  free. 

25  FRIDAY 

See  Creatures-  Trick  or  Treat  at  Aquarium 
of  the  Bay,  receive  14  off  admission  with  a 
spooky  costume,  and  visit  a  “Mad 
Scientist’s  Lab.”  Pier  39,  Embarcadero  at 
Beach  Street.  Call  623-5335  for  info. 
ADEO-  an  innovative  new  performance 
ensemble  of  queer  men  of  color  explores 
the  concept  of  desire,  as  portrayed  through 
White  media.  Jon  Sims  Center  for  the  Arts, 
1519  Mission  Street,  8  pm,  $5-$10  sliding 
scale.  554-0402.  Also  presented  November 
22. 

World  Premiere-  The  7  Visions  of 
Encarnacion,  written  by  award-winning 
playwright  Octavio  Solis  and  narrated  by  a 
corrido-singing  skeleton  named  Calaca 
Flaca,  runs  from  tonight  through  November 
10  at  Brava  Theater,  beginning  at  8  pm 
except  for  Sunday  matinees  at  2  pm.  2781 
24th  Street,  $20  adult/$15  students  & 
seniors;  November  7  is  pay-vvhat-you-can. 
647-2822. 


26  SATURDAY 

This  is  the  big  one,  Elizabeth-  A  day  of 
internationally  coordinated  local  marches 
and  rallies  to  tell  the  Government  we  want 
peace,  not  war!  We  do,  don’t  we?  March 
begins  at  11  am  in  Justin  Herman  Plaza 
(Market  &  Embarcadero).  For  updates  visit 
www.intemationalanswer.org 
Roll  Up-  Find  out  about  the  hidden  gems  of 
SF  Unified  School  District  at  the 
“Excellence  For  All  School  Enrollment 
Fair,”  School  of  the  Arts,  555  Portola  Drive 
@  O’Shaughnessy,  9  am-4  pm.  For  details 
visit  www.sfusd.edu 

Hear  Ye,  Hear  Ye-  A  group  of  former 
shelter  dogs  will,  er,  embark  on  rewarding 
lives  of  love  and  service  after  today’s 
graduation  ceremony,  which  caps  months  of 
training  for  the  dogs  and  their  new  human 
companions,  who  are  deaf  or  hard  of 
hearing.  The  public  is  invited.  SPCA  Multi- 
Purpose  Room,  243  Alabama  Street  (at  16th 
Street),  11  am,  free.  733-9300 
Poets  on  Tour-  Epi-Centro  Poets,  Non- 
Prophet  Poets,  Cesar  A.  Cruz,  Carlos  Mena 
and  UC  Davis  spoken-word  collective  Ill- 
Literacy,  plus  assorted  guests  will  bend 
your  ear.  Modem  Times  Bookstore,  888 
Valencia,  7:30  pm,  free.  282-9246 
Free  Concert-  The  Potingue  Ensemble 
presents  an  evening  of  contemporary 
flamenco  and  Latin  music,  sponsored  by  the 
Zellerbach  Family  Fund.  Community  Music 
Center,  544  Capp  Street,  8:30  pm,  free. 

27  SUNDAY 

Sunday  Afternoon  Contralto-  Roberta 
Wain  Becker  sings  Handel,  Heggie,  Straus 
and  3  French  Opera  Selections.  Community' 
Music  Center,  544  Capp  Street,  4  pm,  $10 
adults/$5  students/seniors. 

Flea  market-The  Mission  Village  Art  Farm 
and  Flea  Market  happens  again  today,  with 
Fresh  Produce,  Food,  Info,  Art,  Crafts, 
Funky  Junk,  Performers,  and  Youth 
Expressions.  Runs  every  Sunday  through 
December,  10  am-5  pm.  Florida  St.  between 
18th  and  19th.  Contact  415.970.9797  or 
market@cellspace.org  for  more  information 
or  to  be  a  vendor 

Free  Mission  Historical  Walk-  sponsored 
by  SF  Public  Library.  Meet  at  Women’s 
Building,  3643  18th  Street,  at  noon. 

29  TUESDAY 

Kevin  Powell-“One  of  America’s  most 
brilliant  young  cultural  critics”  explores 
how  hip  hop  and  poetry  can  merge  and 
influence  the  fields  of  journalism  and  social 
criticism.  With  Youth  Speaks  poets  Rafael 
Casal,  Nico  Cary  &  Leah-Joy  Turnbull. 
Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia 
Street,  8  pm,  $5-$  1 5  (your  choice).  626- 
2787 

Michelle  Tea-  the  authoress  offers  “a 
reading  from  her  latest  coup-de-grace.” 
Modem  Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia, 
7:30  pm,  free.  282-9246 
Meet  the  Heat-Tonight  is  Mission  Police 
Station’s  monthly  meeting  with  the  public 
they  protect  and  serve.  Check  it  out;  you 
might  learn  something  or  meet  someone 
you’ll  be  glad  to  know.  17th  and  Valencia,  6 
pm,  free.  B.Y.O. 

District  10  Meeting-  Cafe  Cocomo,  650 
Indiana  off  18Ih,  6-8  pm,  free. 

Without  Anesthesia  OR  This  Isn’t  A  Nice 
Neighborhood-  Yep,  that’s  the  name  of  a 
photography  exhibition  by  Daniel  Joseph 
Martinez  opening  today  and  running 
Tuesdays  through  Saturdays  until 
November  30  at  SF  Camerawork,  1246 
Folsom  Street,  12-5  pm,  free.  863-1001 


30  WEDNESDAY 

Kevin  Powell  Again-  This  time  with  hip- 
hop  historian  and  community  activist  Davey 
D,  exploring  how  their  work  impacts  larger 
cultural  issues.  Intersection  for  the  Arts, 
446  Valencia,  8  pm,  $5-$  1 5  (your  choice). 
626-2787 

Word  for  Word  Presents:  Hans  My 
Hedgehog,  a  Grimm ’s  Fairy  Tale  for  ages 
5-  up.  Mission  Branch  Library,  300 
Bartlett  Street,  4  pm,  free.  557-4277 

31  THURSDAY 

Take  the  day  off:  it’s  Halloween! 
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1  FRIDAY  OF  THE  DEAD 
Youth  Speaks-  Spoken  word  presentation 
at  Galpria  de  la  Raza,  2857  24th  Street,  7 
pm,  $2-$5,  826-8009 

Live  Broadcast  on  KPFA-  from  SomArts 
Gallery,  934  Brannan  @  9th:  Opening 
Miguel  Molina’s  Onda  Bajita,  7-10  pm. 
Reception  for  Day  of  the  Dead  Exhibition 
6pm-l  1  pm. 

Ritual  de  Velacion-  An  all-night  ritual 
consecrating  the  13  Sacred  Standards. 
CELL  Space,  2059  Bryant  @1 8th,  10  pm- 
Sunrise 


Poesy.  Poesy,  Who’s  Got  the  Poesy?- 
Bardic  Roundtable,  an  open  discussion  of 
poetics  at  Bird  &  Beckett  Books  and 
Records,  2788  Diamond  Street,  7:30  pm, 
free.  586-3733 


I************************************************ 

WE  APPRECIATE  YOUR  BUSINESS  EVERYDAY! 


ONGOING 

DANCE 


THEATER,  ARTS  AND 


Mondays 

B-girls  class,  an  all-women’s  break  dancing 
collective.  All  levels  welcome.  Cell  Space, 
2050  Bryant,  6-8  pm.  561-0798. 


BL/sT! 

Wv 

ESTA 

NOCHE 

3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET  (415)861-5757 

BETWEEN  MISSION  &  VALENCIA 

Free  meditation  class.  Psychic  Horizons,  Learn  to  ballroom  dance  at  beginning 

2  SATURDAY  OF  THE  DEAD  ~  v 972  Valencia,  7:30  pm.  643-8800.  Ballroom  Dance  Lessons,  followed  by  a 

Sixteen  Latino  Artists  address  issues  of  Youth  from  10'13  yea[s  can  learn  a  vane^  Taichi:  Taiyi  Swimming  Dragon  Chuan  Ballroom  Dance  Party.  Dance  contests 

violence  and  death,  starting  at  noon;  Sugar  ot  media’  Paper  ma<;he’  sculpture,  print-  Form  jg  taught  by  Lipjng  zhu  student  of  held  on  the  ]ast  Friday  of  every  month. 

Skull  Demonstration  1-4  pm  at  Galeriade  la  ,mg’  batik  puppet  mask,  andjewelry-  Taoist  Master  Yu  Anren  and  a  gold  Metronome  Ballroom,  1830  17th  St., 

Raza,  2857  24th  @  Bryant.  making  skills  at  a  workshop  trom  j.jU-5.  ju  medaiijst  jn  dle  1995  International  Martial  lessons  7:30  pm,  dance  party  9  pm,  $15  for 

Death  on  a  Social  Level-  Public  Altar  pm  E„eClta  Eyes  Mura' 2^81  ,  Arts  Tournament.  Quan  Yin  Healing  Arts  both,  $9  for  the  party  only.  252-9000. 

St.,  $8  per  session  or  $50  for  ten-class  Center  455  Valfencia  6:30  pm 

membership.  285-2287.  $40/month/sliding  scale.  861-4964. 

Monday  Night  Marsh  -  Stand  up  Saturdays 

comedy  and  performance  art  by  both  the  Wednesdays  *Found  footage,  experimental  works  of 

bnghtest  lights  and  dinmest  bidbs  m  the  FiglJre  painting  for  beginning  and  genius  and  the  just  plain  wacky  are  all  part 
STsn  arS  3  CnCia’  ^m’  ^  advanced  artists  wanting  to  learn  to  paint  and  parcel  of  the  short  and  feature-length 

and  draw  the  male  and  female  form.  One  films  screened  at  the  legendary  Other 


Exhibit  by  Marigold  Project  @  Garfield 
Park,  3  pm-  Midnight 
Exhibition  Opening-  Interactive 
installations  at  Mission  Cultural  Center, 
2868  Mission  @  25th,  6:30  pm 
Music  and  Art-  honoring  dead  muralists. 
Precita  Eyes,  2981  24*©  Balmy,  7-10  pm. 
Ritual  Procession-  Join  this  year’s 


Astanga  Yoga  -  Classes  by  Chalita 


,  ”  .  _ '  , Photikoe,  who  teaches  the  Astanga  Primary  .  .  ~Q„.  »  .  .  c  _  0 .-.r, 

procession  honoring  Eheca,  Aztec  God  of  ,pripc  ,nlronlino  hrpath  hanHha,  anH  Mural  Arts>  2981  24th  St.,  7-9.30  pm. 


pose  is  worked  on  per  class.  Precita  Eyes 

$8 


Wind  and  Communication,  Bryant  @  24th,  7 
pm. 

Paddle  Your  Own-  Randall  Museum 
presents  Bair  Island  Canoe  trip.  Equipment 
will  be  provided  by  Save  the  Bay  Canoes  in 
the  Sloughs.  $34  per  person.  Pre¬ 
registration  is  required  and  space  is  limited. 
Call  554-9600  for  more  info. 

3  SUNDAY 

Listen  Up-  Lois  Silverstein  reads  from  her 
novel.  Daughter.  Bird  &  Beckett  Books  and 
Records,  2788  Diamond  Street,  4:30  pm, 
free.  Call  586-3733  for  info. 


Senes  integrating ;  breath,  bandhas  and  session  or  $50  for  ten.class 

movement.  Quan  Yin  Healing  Arts  Center,  membership.  285-2287. 

455  Valencia,  6:30  pm,  $40/month.  861-  yo;r  chess  addiction  with  the  all- 

4964  •  .  .  levels  Chess  Club  at  4  pm,  or  practice  your 

Mission  Anti-Displacement  Coal.t.on  Scrabble  skms  at  Scrabbie  Nigbts  at  7  pm 

(MAC)  holds  public  meetings  on  planning  a],  abmty  ,evds  welcome.  Bernal  Heights 

Branch  Library,  500  Cortland  Avenue,  7 
pm,  ffee.  695-5160. 

Practice  your  Spanish  in  an  all-levels 
Spanish  Conversation  Group.  Bernal 
Heights  Branch  Library,  500  Cortland  Ave., 

Tuesdays 


and  development  issues  impacting  the 
Mission  District.  Centro  Del  Pueblo,  474 
Valencia  Street@  16th  St.,  6-7:30  pm.  Call 
Oscar  or  Geri  at  431-4210. 


Cinema.  Artist  Television  Access,  992 
Valencia,  8:30  pm,  $5.  824-3890. 

Guided  mural  tour  -  See  and  hear  all 
about  60  murals  on  a  10-  block  walk.  Meet 
at  the  Cafe  Venice  on  the  24th  Street 
BART  Plaza  at  11  am,  $2-10.  285-2287. 
The  Mock  Cafe  delivers  comedy, 
comedy,  comedy  (some  of  it  is  even 
funny)  at  9  pm.  The  dreaded  open  mic 
follows  at  10  pm.  The  Marsh,  1062 
Valencia,  $7.  826-5750. 


Sundays 
*Terry  (“The 


Lesbian  Woody  Allen”) 


7  pm,  free.  695-5160.  _ v  _ 

Are  you  smarter  than  Cliff  Claven?  Try  the  jbe  international  Socialist  Organization  Baum  and  Dr.  Michael  (“The  Resident 
Pub  Quiz,  hosted  by  Angie.  Fun  and  prizes.  bo[ds  weekly,  open  meetings  at  the  SF  Expert")  Goldhaber  peruse  the  news  of  the 


19th,  8:30.  641- 


5  TUESDAY:  ELECTION  DAY 


Dylan’s,  2301  Folsom  (t 
1416. 

Women’s  Work  -  A 

If  you  don  t  exercise  your  right  to  vote,  you  perfonnance  series  with  dance,  music,  „ 
have  no  right  to  complain  for  the  rest  of  the  spoken  WOrci,  multimedia  and  films  by 
year.  Your  Polling  Place,  7  am  -  8  pm,  free.  women  Venue  9>  252  Ninth,  8  pm,  $8-10. 
Go  there  or  suffer  the  consequences . . .  289-2000  or  www. venue9.com 


Bird  & 
Beckett 
Books 
&  Records 


Women’s  Building,  3543  18  Street,  7-9 
pm.  336-5034. 

multidisciplinary  gF  Bicycle  Coalition  Volunteer  Night  -  5- 
pm,  in  SFBC  office, 
1095  Market  St.,  Suite  208  (@  7th).  Every 
Wednesday,  come  to  the  weekly  SFBC 
Volunteer  night  to  do  the  things  that  make 
our  office  run,  munch  on  pizza  &  snacks 
and  enjoy  the  fine  company  of  other 
cyclists.  We  can  use  your  help!  For  more 
info  contact  Michael  at  431-BIKExl  or 
www.  calfee@sfbike.org 


Open  Tuesday  to  Sunday 
1 1  am  to  6  pm 


day  for  insight  and  guffaws  with  help  from 
the  audience  in  Operation  Infinite  News. 
Cafe  Du  Nord,  2170  Market,  6  pm,  $5. 
Runs  until  most  of  the  world’s  problems 
have  been  solved. 

Another  guided  mural  tour  -  See  and 
hear  all  about  50  murals  on  an  8-block 
tour.  Meet  at  Precita  Eyes  Arts  and 
Visitors  Center,  2981  24th  Street  at  11  am, 
$2-10.  285-2287. 


Thursdays 


A  Victor  Miller  Memorial 

by  David  Spero,  RN 


Treat  kids  ages  3-5  to  Preschool  Storytime  T .  ....  .  ,  . 

.  w  •  n  utu  orvri  „  I  first  met  Victor  Miller  when  I  approached 
at  the  Mission  Branch  Library,  300  Bartlett  .  .  ,  ,  .  ,  ,  T 

^  him  ohAiif  nmtin/t  aaa!  nmr  aIah  N  nni 


New  SC  Used  Books  sc  Vinyl 


Sunday,  November  3RU  at  4:30  pm 

Lois  Silverstein  Reads  From  Her  Novel,  "Daughter" 

Tuesday,  November  5th  at  7:30  pm 

Bardic  Roundtable;  An  Open  Discussion  Of  Poetics 

Sunday,  November  10th  at  4:30  pm 

Poet  Jane  Rice  &  Author  Joel  Rice  Read  Their  Work 


2788  Diamond  - 1  block  from  Glen  Park  BART  -  586-3733 
Served  by  MUNI  lines  26,  52, 44,  23  and  J-Church 


him  about  writing  ecology  articles  for  New 
Mission  News.  He  told  me  I  would  have  to 

„  .  .  ,  change  my  name.  They  already  had  another 

Q,jGon8  taught  by  Liping  Zhu,  David  Spero  on  sta£f  SQ  j  would  have  t0  be 

known  as  D.  Michael  Spero.  Then  he 


Street,  at  10:30  am.  695-5090. 


student  of  Taoist  Master  Yu  Anren  and  a 


gold  medallist  in  the  1996  International  assigned  me  t0  wnte  about  raccoons  l 
Martial  Arts  Tournament.  Quan  Yin  wound  up  writing  for  NMN  for  several 


Heafing  Arts  Center,  455  Valencia,  6:30  years  and  it  was  a  great  experience.  I  feel 

honored  that  Victor  reviewed  my  book  in 
the  last  issue  he  ever  physically  produced. 


pm,  $40/month/sliding  scale.  861-4964. 

Fridays 


Gamesters,  this  's  your  night.  Everything  Thank  you  victor  Miller,  for  your  support 
from  Scrabble  to  Cribbage  can  be  played 


with  the  regulars,  irregulars  and  newbies  at 
SF  Games  in  their  new  location  at  Mission 
Grounds  Cafe,  3170  16th  Street,  7  pm,  free 
820-3200  Ext.  105. 


RESTAURANT 


fcj 25 5  Serving  Th e  Best  MAROAR ITAS 

id  Authentic  MEXICAN  CUISINE 

in  the  Bay  aRea 


5  5. £20* 


WEEKEND 
BRUNCH 
IIAM^EPM 
SATURDAY 
AND  SUNDAY 


of  writers,  especially  new  writers  and  young 
folks.  Hundreds  of  interesting  and 
deserving  journalists,  poets  and  activists 
have  appeared  in  the  pages  of  the  New 
Mission  News  over  the  years.  One  way  I 
hope  to  carry  on  Victor's  spirit  is  by  helping 
young  writers,  especially  Mission  District 
writers,  get  published. 

I  also  want  to  praise  Victor  for  his  integrity. 
He  was  always  on  the  side  of  the  afflicted 
and  down-pressed,  but  he  never  abandoned 
his  journalistic  bullshit  detector.  He  never 
saw  people  as  all  good  or  all  bad.  He  saw 
the  world  as  it  really  is,  most  of  the  time. 
Perhaps  that  is  what  broke  his  heart. 

■Finally,  Victor,  thank  you  for  your 
commitment  to  the  Mission,  which  never 
changed,  even  as  the  cast  of  characters 
around  the  neighborhood  came  and  went. 
My  wish  for  all  of  us  is  that  we  carry  on 
Victor's  work  and  keep  his  spirit  alive  by 
serving  this  community  and  making  it  the 
most  joyful,  creative,  positive  place  it  cart 
be,  for  all  of  us. 

Thank  you  again,  Victor.  We  will  miss  you, 
but  I  know  that  you  are  still  present  in  our 
hearts  and  in  our  streets. 


12  OCTOBER  2002 


New  Mission  News 


S.F.  Bids  For  Environmentally 
Friendly  2002  Olympic  Games 


If  the  2012  Olympic  Games  come  to  the 
Bay  Area,  San  Francisco  residents  will 
have  a  unique  opportunity  to  show  the 
world  our  commitment  to  living  with  the 
best  environmental  practices.  From  waste 
minimalization  plans  to  the  green 
buildings  envisioned  for  the  Olympic 
Village  on  Moflfet  Field,  the  Bay  Area 
Sports  Organization  Committee  (BASOC) 
put  together  an  Olympic  bid  that  treats  our 
region’s  natural  resources  as  things  of 
utmost  importance. 

The  International  Olympic  Committee 
recognizes  the  potential  environmental 
impact  of  hosting  an  event  as  big  as  the 
Olympics,  and  considers  environmental 
protection  to  be  the  third  principle  of 
Olympism.  For  San  Franciscans,  caring 
for  the  environment  is  part  of  our  nature. 
Our  city  has  one  of  the  best  metropolitan 
recycling  programs,  diverting  nearly  50% 
of  our  waste  from  landfill. 

San  Francisco’s  Olympic  proposal 
includes  a  section  on  environmental 
management,  which  details  how  the 
BASOC  plans  to  minimize  the  impact  of 
hosting  an  estimated  one  million  visitors 
over  the  seventeen-day  international 
event.  The  goal  of  the  environmental  plan 
is  to  make  San  Francisco  an  example,  and 
raise  the  bar  so  future  Olympic  host  cities 
may  eventually  devise  plans  that  manage 
100%  of  the  environmental  risks  and 
impacts  associated  with  presenting  the 
Games. 

The  green  buildings  proposed  for  the 
Olympic  Village  provide  a  good  example 
of  ho.w  San  Francisco’s  Olympic  proposal 
will  protect  the  environment.  All  wood 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  buildings 
will  be  approved  by  the  Forest 
Stewardship  Council,  '  an  international 
organization  that  identifies  products 
originating  from  forests  which  meet 
environmental  and  social  standards. 
Natural  fibers  will  also  be  used  to 
construct  these  new  buildings,  and 
hazardous  products  will  be  prohibited. 

Energy  Efficiency 

Use  of  renewable  sources  of  energy,  such 
as  wind,  solar,  biomass,  geothermal,  and 
small  hydroelectric  will  be  maximized 
throughout  all  Olympic  buildings, 
facilities,  housing,  offices  and  event 
venues.  All  appliances  used  in  these 
buildings  will  have  to  comply  with  strict' 
standards,  and  the  BASOC  plans  to 
establish  energy  efficiency  performance 
levels  for  all  equipment  used  in  the 
planning  and  presentation  of  the  Games. 

Water  Use  and  Wastewater  Treatment 

One  important  goal  of  the  EMS  is  to  be  a 
net-zero  consumer  of  water  within  the 
Olympic  Village.  To  accomplish  this,  the 
proposal  specifies  use  of  low-flow 
plumbing  systems  (low-flow  toilets, 
efficient  shower  heads,  sink  faucets  and 
washing  machines)  and  closed-loop 
irrigation,  integrated  with  storm  water 
discharge  and  retention  systems.  The 
plumbing  system  will  separate  the  black 
water  (kitchen  and  toilet)  and  gray  water 
(sinks,  showers,  baths,  laundry)  from 
potable  drinking  water. 

The  water  used  for  landscaping,  irrigation 
and  toilet  water  will  be  100%  recycled 
through  this  plumbing  system,  and  a  water 
efficiency  standard  will  be  established  for 
all  appliances  and  fixtures  in  the  Village. 
The  possibility  of  constructing  a  deep 
shaft  wastewater  treatment  facility  is 
being  investigated.  Such  an  energy-  and 
space-efficient  facility '  will  enable  the 
Games  to  leave  behind  a  legacy  of 
environmental  consciousness. 


Other  topics  addressed  in  the  proposal 
include  the  reduction  of  greenhouse  gasses 
and  ozone  depleting  substances,  waste 
minimalization,  availability  of  organic 
foods,  promotion  of  biodiversity,  and  the 
preservation  of  cultural  heritage  and  air, 
water  and  soil  quality. 

Bay  Area  residents  should  applaud 
BASOC’s  good  efforts  in  crafting  its 
proposal  to  host  the  2012  Summer 
Olympic  Games.  San  Francisco  can  be  an 
example  of  how  to  live  with 
environmental  consciousness  while 
creating  and  ntaintaining  an  enjoyable  city 
to  live  and  visit.  The  BASOC  proposal 
encourages  the  preservation  of  what  our 
city  is  so  well  known  for  -  its  beautiful 
natural  eavironment.  _. 

Please  visit  www.basoc2012.com  for 
more  information  about  the  BASOC’s 
plans,  or  more  information  about  San 
Francisco’s  recycling  and  conservation 
programs,  please  visit 

www.sfenvironment.com. 

Shannon  Heily  volunteers  for  San 
Francisco’s  Department  of  the 
Environment  -  and,  being  an  avid  sports 
fan,  is  a  big  supporter  of  the  2012 
Olympic  Games  bid. 
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TaC°6nulo  Fiesta'  J 


Come  and  enjoy  our  large  selection  of 
fresh  and  yummy: 

•  Gourmet  veggie  burritos  , 

•  Traditional  Mexican  favorites 

•  Seafood  tacos  and  wraps 


508  Valencia  St.  @  1  6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


HOUSE  SPECIAL  PIZZAS 

1.  CABLE  CAR  (COMBO) 

SMALL 

MEDIUM 

LARGE 

Salami,  Prpjxroni,  Sausage,  Mushroom,  BtU  Pepper,  Onions 

11.95 

15.75 

18.75 

2.  DOLORES  PARK  (VEG) 

Mtsshroo m,  Onion,  Frah  Tomatoa,  BtU  Prppm,  Black  Oliva,  Garlic 

12.30 

15.20 

19.25 

3.  FISHERMAN'S  WHARF  (SEAFOOD) 

Shrimp,  Clam.  Garlic 

11.35 

13.65 

15.85 

4.  NOB  HILL  (CHICKEN) 

Chicken,  Mushrooms,  Sun  Dried  Tomato. at.  Onions 

11.75 

15.75 

17.35 

5.  MISSION  BELL  (MEXICAN) 

Ground  Barf,  Onions.  Fmh  Tomatoes.  Black  Olivet,  JaLpekm 

13.45 

16.75 

18.65 

6.  PACIFIC  HEIGHTS  (ALL  MEAT) 

Ham,  Berf,  Pepperoni,  Canadian  Bacon,  Sausage,  Salami 

13.50 

16.85 

19.95 

7.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Artichoke  Hearts,  Fresh  Tomatoes,  Garlic,  Sausage 

10.85 

13.45 

17.10 

8.  HAWAIIAN  SPECIAL 

Canadian  Bacon,  Pineapple 

9.95 

12.90 

14.10 

9.  ATHENS  BY  NIGHT  (GREEK) 

Spinach,  Feta  Cheese,  Black  Oliva,  Pesto,  Basil 

12.10 

14.75 

17.10 

10.  VALENCIA  SPECIAL 

Artichoke  Hearts,  Sun-Dried  Tomatoes,  Garlic,  Black  Oliva.  Zucchini 

11.85 

13.85 

15.85 

PIZZAS 

PLAIN  CHEESE 

7.95 

9.95 

12.05 

1  TOPPING 

8.75 

11.15 

13.35 

2  TOPPINGS 

9.85 

12.35 

14.80 

3  TOPPINGS 

10.55 

13.55 

16.25 

EACH  ADDITIONAL  TOPPING 

.70 

1.00 

1.40 

TOPPINGS 

Salami  •  Pepperonl  •  Sausage  •  Ground  Beef  •  Ham  •  Canadian  Bacon 
Olives-  Garlic  'Zucchini  •  Fresh  Spinach,  Fresh  Tomato,Onion  •  Pesto 
Baby  Clams*  Chicken 'Anchovies,  Shrimp,  Feta  Cheese-Bell  Peppers 
Mushroom, Roasted  Red  Bell  Peppers ,Jalapcflo, Pineapple -Artichoke 


I?8®0  FAST 

CABLE  CAR  PIZZA 

OPEN  DAILY 
11AM  TIL  3AM 
FREE  FAST  DELIVERY! 

535  Valencia  @  16th  street 

Phone  431-8880  Fax  431-9018 

Lunch  Deliveries  •  Office  Parties 

"We  Cater  to  Downtown  Businesses" 


PASTA 


ENTREES 


SPAGHETTI  BOLOGNESE 
CHEESE  RAVIOLI 
RAVIOLI  MEATSAUCE 
ANGEL-HAIR  POMORODE 
FETTUCCINI  ALFREDO 
FETTUCCIN1  PESTO 
FRUTO  DI  MARE 
CHICKEN  FETTUCCINI 
LASACNA  BOLOGNESE 
VEGETARIAN  LASAGNA 
LINGU1N1  CLAMS 
STUFFED  MANICOTTI 
TOKTELUN1  FLORENTINI 

RED  SNAPPER 
GRILLED  SALMON 
PRAWNS  SAUTE 
FRIED  PRAWNS 
CHICKEN  MARSALA 
CHICKEN  PARM1G1ANA 
CHICKEN  PICATA 
MARINATED  GRILLED  CHICKEN 
CHICKEN  SCALOPPINI 
PEPPERCORN  STEAK 
NEW  YORK  STEAK 

MOZZARELLA  STICKS 
BUFFALO  WINGS 
FRIED  CALAMAR1 
GARLIC  BREAD 

CAESAR  SALAD 
HOUSE  SALAD 

GRILLED  CHICKEN  CAESAR  SALAD 
SHRIMP  SALAD 

CHICKEN  RISOTTO 

Dial  dwkn  widt  madfnem,  etma.  onitm  gmi  herb  m  net 

RISOTTO  DI  FRESCO 

Fmt  kjb Mb  m  a  primMm  uact  mi  net 

RISOTTO  DECARNE 

Slot  imp!  wilt  mkJmcm  mm, &bnkmna 

SEAFOOD  RISOTTO 


7.75 

8.65 
8.95 

7.65 

8.75 
8.75 

10.65 

9.85 

8.95 

8.75 

9.95 

8.85 

9.65 

9.65 

10.25 

11.25 

9.85 

9.75 

9.95 
10.95 

8.25 

10.95 

12.50 

11.95 

4.50 

4.85 

6.25 

2.25 

595 

3.75 

6.75 

6.25 

8.20 

7.50 
8.20 

8.85 
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Gavin  Newsom, 

Environmentalist 


(No  one  was  more  saddened  than  I  was  by 
the  untimely  death  of  Victor  Miller,  this 
paper's  founder  and  editor-in-chief.  Not 
least,  because  I  am  so  terribly  sorry  for 
people  like  yourselves,  who  are  now 
forever  bereft  of  his  insights  into  local 
politics.  How  horribly  contused  you  must 
feel  when  you  paw  through  the  voters' 
guide,  your  beetle-brows  and  sloped 
foreheads  furrowed  and  sweating  as  you 
attempt  to  parse  the  alphabet  soup  of 
competing  propositions.  It  is,  of  course,  up 
to  those  of  us  who  knew  and  loved  Victor 
to  try  to  fill  his  shoes  (however 
malodorous  they  might  have  been),  and 
see  to  it  that  when  you,  the  City's  lower 
orders,  drag  your  knuckles  down  to  the 
polling  station,  you  end  up  pulling  all  the 
right  levers.  Which  is  why  1  would  like  to 
alert  your  attention  to  the  efforts  of  a 
local  political  leader  who  is  trying  to 
improve  our  quality  of  life  with  an 
initiative  which,  while  it  might  not  end 
homelessness,  should  at  least  help  end 
some  of  the  homeless  themselves.) 

Among  the  many  reasons  why  Supervisor 
Newsom  is  such  a  towering  figure  in  San 
Francisco  politics  is  his  commitment  to 
the  environment.  What  a  wonderful  role 
model  he  presents  to  us  all  by  eschewing 
Muni's  diesel-belching  buses  and,  instead, 
driving  to  his  many  social  engagements  in 
an  electric-powered  luxury  car!  Even 
more  importantly,  he  has  consistently 
been  at  the  forefront  of  efforts  to  address 
the  City's  garbage  problem.  For  back- 
issues  of  Town  and  Country  magazine, 
empty  Pinot  Noir  bottles,  and  squeezed- 
out  tubes  of  hair  gel  are  not  the  only  waste 
products  that  our  impeccably  coiffed 
young  gentleman-supervisor  recycles: 
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David  Spero  RN,  Health/Wellness  Coach 
Specializing  in  chronic  and  hard-to-treat  problems 
Call  415-585-9851  for  consultation.  Learn  more  at 
dayidsperom.com.  E-mail  david@art-of-getting-well.com. 
Read  my  book:  The  Art  of  Getting  Well:  a  Five-Step  Plan  for 
Maximizing  Health  When  You  Have  a  Chronic  Illness 
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with  his  "Care  not  Cash"  initiative 
(Proposition  N),  which  would  slash  their 
welfare  checks  to  next  to  nothing,  he  hag 
succeeded  in  recycling  even  the  homeless 
— transforming  these  stump-limbed,  shell- , 
shocked  Vietnam  Vets,  AIDS-infested-  - 
single  mothers  and  the  like  from  smelly, . 
■panhandling  eyesores  into  the  fuel  that 
will  power  his  mayoral  campaign. 

There  are,  of  course,  some  who  object  that 
Supervisor  Newsom's  initiative  is  but  a 
sham,  and  that  he  has  not  the  slightest 
interest  in  seeing  the  City  provide 
sufficient  food  and  shelter  to  render  cash 
grants  to  the  homeless  unnecessary.  And, 
though  these  critics  are  quite  correct,  this 
merely  demonstrates  why  Mr.  Newsom  is 
so  well-qualified  to  be  our  next  mayor. 
For  while  it.  is  true  that  he  has  lived  such  a 
pampered  and  privileged  life  that  the 
greatest  adversity  he  ever  faced  was 
.failing  to  find  a  parking  spot  on  Chestnut 
Street  on  a  Saturday  night,  it  would  be 
wrong  to  think  of  him  as  nothing  more 
than  a  soft  little  rich  boy:  his  steely 
determination  to  pursue  his  political 
ambitions  on  the  backs  of  the  homeless, 
depriving  them  of  their  paltry  welfare 
payments— even  if  this  inevitably  means 
that  they  will  freeze  on  the  streets,  go 
hungry  and,  in  some  cases,  die-shows 
that  he  is  possessed  of  the  kind  of 
toughness  and  single-mindedness  that 
would  stand  a  fascist  dictator,  let  alone  the 
mayor  of  a  smallish  city,  in  good  stead. 
For  clearly  no  self-indulgent  sense  of 
humanity,  no  misguided  feelings  of 
empathy,  and  no  outdated  adherence  to 
common  decency  would  ever  cloud  the 
judgment  of  a  Mayor  Newsom. 
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San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)  285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

•  Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  “Do-it-Yourself” 
Membership  Available  ♦  Men  &  Women  Mechanics 

•  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •■Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Check  Engine  Light  •  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability 
Problems 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 

since  1978 
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(415)  285-8588. 

61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  •  S.F.,  CA  94110 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  &  BRYANT  STREETS 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  &  ATM  ACCEPTED 
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Work  Related  Injury  Treatment 
Physical  Examinations 
Ergonomic  Evaluations 
Drug  Testing 
Laboratory  &  X-Ray 
Physical  Therapy 
Pharmacy 


*  Two  locations  serving  the  needs  of  business  and  industry 

MOM  @  Bayview  MOM  @  St.  Luke's 

6301  3rd  Street  2nd  Floor  1580  Valencia  Suite  301 

San  Francisco,  CA  94124  San  Francisco,  C*A  94110 

Appointments 

415.330.1800  415. 641. MOMS  (6667) 

Information  and  Company  Registration:  415.641.6406 

msS-  St.  Luke's 
TT  Hospital 

A  Sutter  Health  Affiliate 


Millennium  Occupational 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 

specializing  in  high  quality  organic  &  wildcrafted  bulk  herbs 


mfmm: 


♦  We  carry  a  full  line  ♦  Vitamin  Supplements 

of  tinctures  n  •  •  v 

. ,  ♦  Books 

♦  Homeopathic 

remedies  *  Flower  Essences 

♦  Aromatherapy  *  Body  Care  Products 


OPEN  7  DAYS  \  WEEK 

1173  Valencia  near  23rd 


(415)  82.1-0997 


A  Women-Otvned  Business 


TEL:  F4/5J  43/- 75/6 
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Life  and  Death 

Victor  Miller's  death  was  a  real  shock 
to  me,  as  it  was  for  us  all.  I  have  been 
writing  this  column  for  over  5  years  and, 
although  I  only  met  Victor  personally  a 
few  times,  every  month  we  would  have  e- 
mail  correspondence  or  a  phone  call  as 
the  deadline  for  the  paper  arrived  again. 

For  Victor  to  die  at  such  a  young  age 
is  a  tragedy.  Heart  attacks  can  strike  at 
any  time,  even  in  people  who  are  other¬ 
wise  quite  healthy.  Sometimes  there  are 
no  symptoms  preceding  the  attack,  and  it 
is  a  matter  of  good  fortune  if  a  person  can 
get  to  a  hospital  in  time.  A  good  friend  of 
mine,  a  physician  in  Colorado,  suddenly 
had  a  massive  heart  attack  and,  fortunate¬ 
ly,  was  whisked  immediately  to  the  hos¬ 
pital.  Unfortunately,  Victor  was  alone 
when  he  had  his  attack. 

However,  apparently  Victor  was  hav¬ 
ing  some  symptoms  before  the  attack  that 
killed  him.  About  one  week  earlier,  he 
went  to  the  ER  of  a  local  hospital  com¬ 
plaining  of  what  seemed  to  be  stomach 
pains.  The  hospital's  bill  for  one  bottle  of 
Maalox,  a  common  antacid  dmg,  and  one 
Emergency  Room  visit,  was  found  among 
his  belongings.  The  charges  totaled  near¬ 
ly  $600. 

Victor  didn't  have  health  insurance. 
And,  it  seems,  the  hospital  didn't  spot  the 
symptoms  which  might  have  led  them  to 
further  diagnostic  procedures  or  even  to 
warn  Victor  of  a  condition  that  threatened 
his  life.  We  assume  he  must  have  been  in 
quite  serious  discomfort  to  go  to  the  ER. 

Of  course,  no  person  is  infallible; 
and,  despite  all  the  technology  and  exper¬ 
tise  available  today,  even  diligent  doctors 
can  miss  things.  However,  Victor's  situa¬ 
tion  does  raise  questions  about  account¬ 
ability  and  the  economic  reality  of  mod¬ 
em  medicine.  If  Victor  had  had  insur¬ 
ance,  would  he  have  received  better  care? 
Would  they  have  paid  more  attention  to 
Iris  case,  run  additional  tests,  or  spotted 
any  warning  signs?  Would  more  time 
have  been  given  to  him,  even  in  the  midst 
of  the  stress  of  the  Emergency  Room? 
These  are  important  and  valid  questions. 

A  very  decent  man  has  lost  his  life. 

Many  people,  when  they  see  a  doc¬ 
tor,  are  lavished  with  all  sorts  of  tests, 
often  seemingly  unnecessarily.  Recently, 
a  woman  told  me  of  the  MRI  she  had  for 
a  frozen  shoulder:  an  expensive  test 
which,  in  this  situation,  was  unlikely  to 
tell  her  or  the  doctors  any  more  than  they 
already  knew.  Another  person  told  me  of 
being  referred  to  an  eminent  orthopedic 
surgeon  for  a  chronic  foot  problem  result¬ 
ing  from  standing  for  prolonged  periods 
at  work.  The  surgeon  immediately  rec¬ 


ommended  surgery  as  the  only  option,  but 
mentioned  that  this  was  quite  likely  to 
limit  the  patient's  movement  for  the  rest 
of  his  life.  He  is  now  doing  fine.  Another 
person  had  surgery  recommended  for  a 
nerve  pain  in  his  hand,  although  cheaper 
and  possibly  much  more  effective  thera¬ 
pies  are  available. 

So,  what  we  often  see  today  in  med¬ 
icine  is  neglect  and  lack  of  care  for  those 
who  cannot  afford  it,  and  expensive,  often 
unnecessary  procedures  for  those  who 
have  good  insurance  policies.  Doctors 
are  also  forced  to  be  very  cautious 
because  of  the  threat  of  lawsuits,  and  may 
base  the  decision  to  do  a  procedure  more 
on  legal  criteria  than  purely  medical  ones. 
Of  course,  we  all  want  doctors  to  pay 
close  attention  to  our  needs  and  to  be  very 
diligent,  but  how  necessary  are  many  of 
the  diagnostic  procedures  which  are  rou¬ 
tinely  done  today?  What  are  the  econom¬ 
ic  motives  behind  man^  medical  deci¬ 
sions  and,  for  those  who  are  not  insured, 
how  much  is  being  missed? 

Medicine  is  in  a  state  of  crisis. 
Exploding  costs,  soaring  insurance  pre¬ 
miums,  restrictive  diagnostic  procedures 
by  HMOs  seeking  to  curb  costs  and 
reverse  some  of  the  excesses  of  the  past  - 
all  of  these  factors  are  shaking  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  health  care.  More  money  is  spent 
per  capita  on  medical  care  in  tfte  USA 
than  in  any  other  country  in  the  world, 
and  yet  the  problems  keep  mounting. 

Some  people  advocate  a  form  of 
socialized  medicine  similar  to  that  of  the 
UK  and  Canada.  That  system  also  has 
flaws,  and  terrible  waiting  lists,  but  at 
least  everybody  is  covered.  Essentially,  it 
is  more  democratic.  The  solution, 
though,  has  to  move  toward  more  preven¬ 
tive  care,  and  to  focus  on  health  creation 
and  preservation  rather  than  waiting  for 
disease  to  happen.  Not  only  does  this 
make  medical  sense,  it  is  economically 
vital.  However,  the  political  and  eco¬ 
nomic  powers  that  determine  health  poli¬ 
cy  are  complex.  The  entrenched,  vested 
interests  of  drug  companies  (and  their 
sometimes  collusive  relationships  with 
research  hospitals),  and  the  self-interest 
of  organizations  like  the  American 
Medical  Association,  make  meaningful 
change  very  difficult  But  change  is  hap¬ 
pening,  as  more  and  more  people  seek 
alternative  means  to  take  persona' 
responsibility  for  their  health. 

'  Victor  was  unfortunate.  Perhaps  it  is 
not  for  us  to  understand  why  this  (iad  to 
happen  to  him;  but  he  will  be  missed. 
People  with  his  commitment  and  dedica¬ 
tion  to  helping  others  are  rare.  It  is  a  great 
shame  that  he  couldn't  get  help  when  he 
needed  it  most,  and  that  he  was  alone 
when  the  end  came. 


Call  for  Entries-  Prizes  Given!!  must  have  been  recycled. 

Recycled  Fashion  Show  2.  The  creator  must  model  their 

creatyion  or  find  someone  tyo  model 
Thanks  to  the  sponsorship  of  Norcal  their  creation  on  Sunday,  Oct.  27  from 
Waste  Systems,  the  City  of  San  1:30  to  3  pm  at  San  Francisco’s  City 
Francisco  is  sponsoring  a  Recycled  Hall  at  the  outdoor  stage  between 
Fashion  Show  on  Sunday,  October  27  McAllister  and  Grove, 
from  1:30-3  pm  at  City  Hall  at  its  3.  Must  sign  up  to  participate  in  the 
Nature  by  Design  Trade  Show.  Recycled  Fashion  Show  by  Tuesday, 

Here  are  the  Rules:  Oct.  15  at  5  pm.  Call  SFPUC  at  415- 

1.  All  materials  used  for  the  fashion  923-2473  or  email  kknox@sfwater.org 
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TAKE  YOUR  USED 


MOTOR 

OIL 

TO  ANY  OF  THESE  LOCATIONS. 


Your  used  motor  oil  can  be  cleaned  and  re-refined  into  new  motor  oil. 
Don't  pour  it  down  the  drain  or  throw  it  in  the  trash.  Recycle  it! 


Richmond  &  Laurel  Heights 

Jiffy  Lube:  6099  Geary,  750-0233 
Kragen:  6101  Geary,  387-1783 
T&R76-2:  301  25th  Ave.,  668-4343 
Firestone:  2800  Geary,  567-3311 
Kragen:  3855  Geary,  668-5241 
T&R76-1:  3501  Geary,  752-3968 

Pacific  Heights  &  Western  Addition 

Chevron:  2500  California,  567-1 136 

South  of  Market 

Firestone:  1501  Mission  St.,  621-4650 
Jiffy  Lube:  300  7th  St.,  255-0900 
Kragen:  2300  16th  St.,  431-3386 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1401  Mission,  863-3939 
Quality  Tune-Up:  490  S.  Van  Ness,  431-6550 
SF  Honda:  10  S.  Van  Ness,  441-2000 

Potrero  Hill  &  Mission  Bay 

R  +  W  76:  800  Folsom,  982-2836 
S&C  Ford:  21 1  Industrial,  553-4400 

Marina  &  Cow  Hollow 

Kragen:  2246  Lombard,  563-4200 

Portola  &  Visitation  Valley 

Kragen:  2500  San  Bruno,  656-0696 
Portola  Auto:  2780  San  Bruno,  468-5175 
Sanitary  Fill  Company:  501  Tunnel,  330-1400 

Sunset  &  Parkside 

Kragen:  2150  Taraval,  682-9177 
Chevron:  1890  19th  Ave.,  731-2733 
Mark’s  Unocal  76:  1700  Noriega,  566-0440 


North  Beach  &  Telegraph  Hill 

Port  of  SF:  China  Basin  @  Pier  52/54,  274-0565 
Port  of  SF:  Hyde  St.  Harbor  @  Jefferson,  274-0565 

Russian  Hill,  Nob  Hill  &  Tenderloin 

Chevron:  2465  Van  Ness,  441-2240 
Jiffy  Lube:  2030  Van  Ness,  922-7258 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1200  Larkin,  673-3441 

Civic  Center 

Quality  Tune-Up:  1175  Fell,  626-6446 

Downtown  &  South  of  Market 

Union  76:  390  1st  St.,  957-1754 

Mission  8c  Bernal  Heights 

Oil  Changer:  198  Valencia,  487-1740 
Unocal  76:  401  Potrero,  863-60.43 

Bayview  8c  Hunters  Point 

ABC  Auto:  1650  Davidson  Ave.,  826-8676 

Excelsior  &  Crocker  Amazon 

Kragen:  1 1  50  Ocean,  585-9800 
Quality  Tune-Up:  4650  Mission,  334-4993 

West  Portal  &  Miraloma 

Claremont  Chevron:  301  Claremont,  753-9552 


SF  Environment 

Dopartm«nt  of  (he  Environment 

City  and  County  of  San  fronotco 
wwvr  donvionmcnl  com 


For  more  information,  call  tho  SF  Environment  hotline:  (41  5)'554-4333 

Funded  by  a  grant  from  the  California  Integrated  Waste  Management  Board.  Call  center  hr  hoots  ol  operation  and  quantities  accepted 


Eileen  Hansen  for  Supervisor  -  District  8 


Endorsements: 

Latino  Democratic  Club,  Harvey  Milk  LGBT  Democratic  Club,  SF  Labor  Council, 
SF  Senior  PAC,  SF  Green  Party,  California  NOW,  Jeff  Adachi.  Public  Defender-Fleet, 
SF  Board  of  Supervisors  Tom  Ammiano,  Chris  Daly,  Jake  McGoldrick  and  Gerardo 
Sandoval,  SF  Bd  of  I  education  Commissioners  Eric  Mar  and  Mark  Sanchez  —  and  many  more. 

In  the  true  spirit  of  caring  and  hope  . 
for  the  future  of  San  Francisco,  VOTE: 

Eileen  Hansen  -  Supervisor 

NO  -  Proposition  N  -  “Care  Not  Cash” 

NO  -  Proposition  R  -  “HOPE” 

District  8  now  includes  more  of  the  Mission  -  check  to  see  if  you  are  affected. 

Get  informed !  Get  involved l 

join  the  campaign  •  www.eileenhansenSF8.info  »  415.552.0345 _ 


leadership  that  listens 


UNEMPLOYMENT  BLUES? claimants  who 

wjth  trained 


Bill  Shwalb 


face  UI  appeals  hearings 
volunteer  advocates  to 
Don’t  hesitate  to  get  in  touch  with  EDD  as  represent  them  through  the  appeals  process, 
soon  as  you  stop  working.  Remember,  you  Call  415-364-8070  immediately  if  you  learn 
paid  into  it,  and  you  don’t  know  how  longh13*  youj  benefits,  are  being  challenged  or 
you’ll  be  out  of  work.  denied. 

If  you  have  tried  to  apply  for  unemployment  pQr  n0n-English  speakers  needing  to  file, 
insurance  any  time  within  the  last  year  or  tjlerc  are  cal|-jn  numbers  in  Spanish  ( 1  -800- 
two,  and  called  their  toll-free  number  (1-  326_g9 37)  Chinese  (1-800-547-3506)  and 
800-300-5616),  you  have  probably  heard  Vietnamese  (1-800-547-2058).  Deaf  and 
the  following:  “The  maximum  number  of  hard  of  hearing  persons  can  cali  1-800-815- 
callers  has  been  reached.  Please  call  back  93g7  (tty)  or  they  can  utilize  the 
later.  So,  after  you  have  tried  calling  them  Qaiyornia  relay  service  along  with  the  EDD 
another  four  or  five  times  and  started  to  get  number  for  their  preferred 

really  frustrated,  try  visiting  their  website,  ^nguage  xhe  main  toll-free  English- 
www.edd.ca.gov.  where  you  can  file  online.-  language  phone  number  is  1-800-300-5616. 
You  can  also  download  a  form  from  tire 
website  and  fax  it  back  to  them 
1  went  to  the  EDD  One-Stop  Center  Office 
on  Turk  and  Franklin,  (there  is  another  one 
at  3120  Mission  Street  at  Cesar  Chavez) 

At  least  if  you  file  at  the  EDD  offices,  you 
can  get  some  help  from  the  EDD  staff.  You 
also  can  use  their  internet-accessible 
computer  to  look  for  jobs  on  CalJOBs,  a 
jobsearch  website  of  the  EDD  at 
www.caljobs.ca.gov.  Bring  some  ID  and 
your  Social  Security  card  if  you  haven’t 
used  CalJOBS  before.  You  can  also  fax  job 
applications  out  from  the  One-Stop  centers. 

If  you  have  a  question  about  whether  you 
are  eligible  for  benefits,  look  it  up  on  their 
website  at  either  www.caljobs.ca.gov  or 
www.edd.ca.gov  before  you  call  or  visit  in 
person.  Look  under  the  heading 
“unemployment  insurance”  for  a  useful 
document  entitled  “Benefit  Determination 
Guide  -  Discussion  of  UI  Law”  in  which 
vEDD  unemployment  regulations  are 
described  in  plain  English.  Use  this  resource 
first  —  it  has  a  lot  of  information  that  can 
help  prevent  problems  you  might  encounter 
when  applying  for  unemployment  benefits. 

The  Unemployment'  and  Wage  Claims 
Project  of  the  Legal  Aid  Society  of  SF’s 
Unemployment  Law  Center  may  also  be 
able  To  help  you  file  a  claim  for 
unemployment  benefits.  The  project  offers 
free  information  and  legal  assistance  to 
individuals  whose  UI  benefits  are  being 
challenged  or  denied.  They  also  connect 


Good  Food 
far  35  years! 

Called  the  "Best  Diner 
in  the  City.  " 

-  SF  Chronicle 


It's  after  11:00pm, 
you' re  starving 
wouldn't  you  like 
a  good  crepe  and 
a  French  Kiss? 

Ti  Couz  is  open  till  midnight 
Thursday,  Friday  &  Saturday 
serving  our  full  bar,  crepe, 
and  seafood  menus. 


ri-cociz-. 


Ti  Couz  is  also  available  for  private  functions 
Delectable  fun  guaranteed.  Give  us  a  call.  415.25CREPE 
3108  16th  Street  San  Francisco  CA  94103 
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Pet  of 
the  month 


I’m  Harriet.  Remember  me? 

I  appeared  in  the  New  Mission  News  a 
few  months  ago,  and  I’m  still  waiting 
for  a  home.  I  hope  I  don’t  have  to  wait 
much  longer;  I  really  want  a  person  to 
cuddle  and  call  my  own.  I’m  an  11- 
month-old,  45-pound  terrier  mix  (with 
a  bit  of  pit  bull  in  the  blend).  I’m  a 
sensitive  little  gal,  and  I’m  looking  for 
people  who  will  appreciate  my  sensitive 
side.  I  need  a  quiet  home  without  a  lot 
of  hustle  and  bustle,  but  I  enjoy  outdoor 


activities  and  exercise.  I’m  a  great  dog- 
park  dog.  I  love  fun  and  games, 
especially  fetch.  My  trainers  say  Fetch 
is  a  good  game  because  it  stimulates 
natural  doggy  instincts  and  helps  ward 
off  behavior  problems.  I  say,  Fetch  is 
super  fun.  I’m  still  a  youngster,  so  I’ll 
want  some  training.  The  San  Francisco 
SPCA  classes  in  Basic  or  Real  World 
Manners  would  be  great  for  me.  I’m 
not  fond  of  felines,  so  a  home  without 
cats  is  essential.  If  you  have  a  quiet 


home,  but  enjoy  outdoor  activity  ...  if 
you’re  looking  for  a  dog  who  loves  to 
play  and  then  curl  up  in  your  lap  . . .  if 
you  want  a  fun-loving  dog  to  be  a 
devoted  member  of  your  family  ...  I 
could  be  the  perfect  canine  companion 
for  you.  If  you  are  interested  in 
adopting  me,  come  visit  me  at  the  San 
Francisco  SPCA,  2500  16th  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94103,  415-554-3000, 
www.sfspca.org 


A  LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR  OF 
THE  NEW  MISSION  NEWS  AND 
THE  COMMUNITY  FROM 
EILEEN  HANSEN,  CANDIDATE 
FOR  SUPERVISOR.  DISTRICT  8. 

The  impact  of  the  loss  of  Victor  Miller  to 
our  community  is  just  beginning  to  sink  in 
for  ,many,  and  will  be  felt  for  years  to 
come.  San  Francisco  and  its  Mission 
District  have  always  been  a  home  for  civic 
engagement  and  the  advocacy  of  rights  for 
the  most  vulnerable  sectors  of  our  society. 
As  we  head  into  some  difficult  times,  with 
Bush  pushing  for  war  in  Iraq  and  the 
economy  of  our  country  (including  our 
City)  at  a  record  low,  I  want  to  stand  with 
the  New  Mission  News  as  we  move 
forward  together  in  continuing  our  efforts 
to  create  a  caring  community. 


There  are  tough  issues  we're  facing  in  San 
Francisco's  November  elections: 
affordable  housing,  homelessness,  fair 
elections,  neighborhood  empowerment, 
protection  of  our  nonprofits,  and  choice  as 
to  who  will  represent  our  voices  in  City 
politics.  I  ask  for  your  support  in  helping 
to  carry  on  our  legacy  as  a  progressive 
City  with  a  unique  spirit  of  humanity  and 
great  pride  in  caring  for  our  people  and 
our  ^urroundings. 


I  hope  readers  of  New  Mission  News  will 
help  inform  our  neighbors  and 
communities  about  the  candidates  and 
propositions  on  the  November  ballot, 
especially  the  'Care  Not  Cash'  and  'HOPE' 
propositions  (N  and  R,  respectively). 


purchase.  Prop  R  overturns  existing  rent 
control  of  buildings  if  just  one  in  four  of 
the  occupants  is  able  to  consider  taking 
advantage  of  the  HOPE  program. 

Proposition  N,  'Care  Not  Cash,'  could  be 
devastating  for  homeless  residents  of  San 
Francisco  facing  an  increasingly  hostile, 
environment.  Spearheaded  by  Mayoral 
hopeful  Gavin  Newsom  and  financed  by 
big  business  interests,  Prop  N  plays  on 
residents’  empathetic  impulses  to  address 
our  increasingly  problematic  homeless 
situation.  Words  like  'care'  are  used  while, 
in  fact,  no  care  in  the  form  of  new  or 
improved  services  is  offered  and,  instead, 
the  already  meager  financial  assistance 
received  by  those  who  are  homeless  is  cut, 
with  no  alternative. 

For  those  of  us  who  really  .care  about  all 
the  residents  of  San  Francisco,  the 
November  elections  are  important  ones.  I 
hope  readers  will  take  the  time  needed  to 
become  informed  on  the  many  candidates 
and  issues  as  we  struggle  to  continue 
guiding  San  Francisco  as  a  beacon  of 
humanity  for  this  country. 

In  the  spirit  of  the  New  Mission  News, 
past  and  future,  I  hope  you'll  go  to  the 
polls  on  November  5  (or  vote  absentee 
before  that)  and  support  me  as  your  new 
Supervisor  in  District  8.  For  info  on  the 
boundaries  of  District  8  (which  have 
recently  changed  to  include  more  of  the 
Mission)  or  for  info  on  our  campaign  and 
the  ballot  propositions,  please  call  552- 
0345  or  go  to  our  website  at 
www.eileenhansenSF8.  info. 


Proposition  R,  'HOPE,'  deludes  voters  into 
false  hope  for  affordable  housing  by 
suggesting  an  option  for  renters  to 
purchase  their  apartments  through  a 
condo-ization  process  that  will,  in 
actuality,  leave  most  renters  unable  to 


In  struggle, 

Eileen  Hansen 
Candidate  for  Supervisor 
District  8 


Offer  expires 

626-8560  OR  WWW.VAlBIOASlRSlMUsaE.COM 

_ ‘First  time  local  residents  only. 


WVLCffCXA  ST.  MUSCLE 

“SF's  World  Class  Neighborhood  Gym” 


WAITRESS  PROTEST 

by  Paula  Tejeda 

Shake,  shake,  shake 
The  cocktail  shaker  did 
My  spirit  hit  by  rocks 
At  57th  Street 
O’neals 

Here  I  once  again 
Got  in  touch 
with 

Life  in  New  York 
And  though  it  was  hard 
I  owe  to  you  a  great  deal 

Yes,  I  was  stuck 
Ruthless  customers. 

Tough  waiters. 

Kitchen  staff, 

Bar  tenders 
Managers, 

Hostess, 

Chef, 

All  knew  their  stuff 
And  set  me  straight  on  the  rocks 
For  New  York  is  a  city 
Where  you  can’t  slip  on  your  shots 

They  all  see  so  much 
And  are  here  due  to  dreams 
Which  make  them  human 
And  of  all  most  real 

From  far  away  lands. 

From  the  ghetto. 

From  Boston, 
Languages 
Songs 

Quit 

SMART" 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 
19  years  experience 
Noe  Valiev  office 

Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 

285-9770 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 


In  the  kitchen  Mariachis 
Jazz  at  the  bar 
In  the  grill  room  Rock 

Every  once  in  a  while 
All  us  gals 

Were  rubbed 
As  if  Aladin 

Would  all  of  a  sudden  jump 

Money,  money,  money 
A  nickel,  a  dime 
A  big  bill  came  around 
Just  on  time 

It’s  the  name  of  the  game 
Who  cares  about  principles? 
We’re  here  for  survival 
Our  life  is  miserable 

You  step  on  your  brother 
He  swings  you  aside 
So  what  if  I  love  your 
I  don’t  have  the  time 

But  alone  we  all  wonder 
What  if  the  next  time 
We  meet  under  sunlight 
And  you  can  see  my  smile 

Our  goals  are  too  great 
Too  important 
For  you  to  expect 
Anything  more 

But  you  know 
He  does 
We  all  do 

We’re  here  for  each  other 
But  would  I  not  ever  dare 
To  burden  your  road 

We  cross  each  other 
But  our  cross  is  our  own 
And  I  respect  you  all  the  more 

Still 

Every  once  in  a  while 
I  get  hit 

By  some  Mexican  soup 
And  a  great  drink 
And  Dominican  Rice 
Of  course  with  some  beans 

And  we  talk  of  religion 
And  all  that  wisdom 
Which  we  try  to  apply 
But  again  there’s  no  time 

The  tables  are  calling 
The  kitchen  is  ringing 
The  drinks  are  ready 
And  my  hands  aren’t  steady 

The  ketchup 
The  mustard 
The  dressing 
It’s  sour 

So  what  if  a  minute 
Is  an  hour 

I’m  buying  my  meal 
Don’t  make  it  a  steal 
Just  bring  me  the  bill 
Your  tip  is  my  seal 


CORRECTION 

The  story  in  last  month’s  issue  entitled 
“Cabbie’s  Life  Can  Be  Hard  To  Hack” 
was  written  by  Joe  Donohoe.  His  by-line 
was  omitted.  New  Mission  News  regrets 
the  error. 
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You  may  have  noticed  there's  an  elec¬ 
tion  coming  up.  Three  guesses  where's  the 
best  place  to  look  for  information  about 
the  election!  You're  right  -  the  Library! 
All  the  branches  (including,  of  course,  the 
Mission  Library)  have  copies  of  the  voter 
pamphlets  for  their  area  that  you  can  look 
at,  in  case  you  haven't  received  yours  yet 
(or  in  case  you  accidentally  threw  it  away). 
Unfortunately,  we  don't  have  copies  to 
give  away,  but  you're  welcome  to  look  to 
your  heart's  content! 

Districts  have  been  changed,  so  you 
may  have  a  new  supervisor  and  a  new  vot¬ 
ing  place.  All  the  branches  will  have  maps 
so  you  can  see  what  District  you're  in.  We 
can  help  you  find  where  you'll  need  to  go 
to  vote.  This  information  is  also  on  the 
Internet  -  you  can  get  to  it  from  our  web¬ 
site  (click  on  Main,  then  Government 
Information  Center,  then  Politics  and 
Elections)  either  at  home  or  at  the  Library. 

It's  worth  going  to  our  website  for 
other  kinds  of  information,  too.  There  are 
links  to  non-partisan  organizations  like 
Smart  Voter  (run  by  the  California  League 
of  Women  Voters),  California  Voter 
Foundation,  or  California  Secretary  of 
State.  At  these  sites,  you  can  get  the  latest 
on  who's  giving  money  to  whom  (or  what), 
as  well  as  descriptions  of  Propositions, 
candidate  info,  links  to  their  websites  and 
more.  There  are  links  to  partisan  sites  like 
the  California  Democratic  and  Republican 
Parties,  as  well.  There's  a  big  section  of 
links  to  campaign  financing  info  that 
makes  for  dam  interesting  (sometimes 
shocking)  reading! 

Of  course,  if  you  want  to  vote  (which 
I  hope  you  do!),  you  need  to  register.  We 
have  applications  here  at  the  Library  that 


you  can  send  in.  They  are  available  in 
Chinese  and  Spanish,  as  well  as  in  English. 
Don't  wait  too  long  -  the  last  day  to  regis¬ 
ter  for  the  November  5th  election  is 
October  2 1st!  If  you  never  remember  to 
register  in  time,  and  wish  you  could  still 
vote,  there's  a  Proposition  in  this  election 
to  let  you  register  on  election  day.  Is  that 
worth  going  to  the  polls  for?  (Not  that  I'm 
suggesting  you  vote  one  way  or  the  other!) 

Special  Program  for  Kids  (age5  and 
older)  this  October: 

Word  for  Word  -  Presents  Hans,  my 
Hedgehog,  a  fairy  tale  by  the  Grimm 
Brothers,  on  Wednesday,  October  30  at  4 
PM  at  the  Mission  Library. 

Regular  Storytimes  for  Children  — 
Note  New  Times! 

Pre-school  Storytime  (in  English)  for 
children  3-5  held  on  Thursdays  at  10:10 
AM. 

Bilingual  (  Spanish  /  English )  Infant 
and  Toddler  Lapsit,  for  children  0-36 
months,  is  held  every  Thursday  at  11:00 
AM. 


Family  Storytime  in  Spanish  is  held 
every  Saturday  at  12:00  pm.  A  short  craft 
activity  follows. 

See  you  at  the  Library! 

-The  Library  Lady 

You  can  send  a  question  directly  to 
Library  Lady,  c/o  The  New  Mission 
News,  3288  21st  Street,  Box  202,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110,  or  feel  free  to  email 
her  at  Librarylady@sfpl.org 


Social  Club 


8pm  to  round  midnight  t  a  Acton  a  7rr0 
monday  thru  Saturday  B24-7659 


Poetry 

Yuea  & 
Blacir 
Beans 

Cuban 

Beer 

&  Music 

Near  -22nd 


1109 

VALENCIA  STREET 


The  Art  Explosion 

2425  17th  St. 


firtist  \ 
t  £xh*  ^‘ 


Bprjt  it 

{Or,  ip^te 


1-877- ART-EXPL 
www.theartexplosion.com 


KING 


Refrigeration 


Serving  the  Community  for  37  Years[  WE  BUY  &  SELL 


ANY  PRICE! 


9700  tOth  Off  (between  Folsom 

L/UU  ID  III  ul.  &  Harrison) 


415-431-0255 


WANTED  FOLK,  COUNTRY  AND  WORLD  MUSICIANS 

OPEN  MIC 

EVERY  TUESDAY  AT  8:30PM 


CAFE  ESPRESSO  BRAVO 
663  VALENCIA 


(  v-  T 


18  OCTOBER  2002 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 


Black  &  White  develop  and  print. 

3"x  5"  or  4"x~6"  with  or  without  borders 
$1262  24exp.  $1625  36exp.  one  to  two  days 

B& W  Film  (35mm) 
develop  only  $2Z5 
(no  prints  or  proof  sheet) 


Check  out'  our  large  selection  of  Black  &  White  film, 
used  cameras  and  lenses,  assorted  camera  accessories, 
darkroom  supplies  and  color  phptofinishing  service. 

1089  Valencia  at  22nd  Street  641-8396 

•10am  to  5:30pm  Monday  through  Friday .  11am  to  5pm  Saturday 


■illMilW 


$1  OFF  ALL  DRIHKS! 


\ 

HAPPY  HOUR 

DAILY 

4-7pm 

mi//!Dn 

ONE  HOUR  PHOTO 


We  are  the  source  of  Carnaval  SF  parade  photos 
(over  3000  photos  every  year!) 


FREE  FILM  with  developing  on  Sundays!  n 6  print  min.) 


One  Hour: 

color  film  develop  3x5,  4x6,  4x6 
full  frame  with  borders! 

Instant: 

passport  S.  immigration  photos  • 
print  to  print  service  -  enlarge  S,  reduce 


Overnight: 

black  &  white  proof  sheets 

1-3  days: 

enlargements  to  20"x3Q'  , 

2  days: 

slides  &  b/w  develop  &  print 


2859  Mission  Street 
[betvyeen  .24th  &  25th) 


(415)  648-6698 


Monday  to  Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday  . 


9:30  -  6:30 
10:00  -  6:00 
11:00-  5:30 


540,  Valencia  Street  (Between  1 6th  &i  7th) 

Open  2  to  2  •  Seven  Days  a  Week . 864" 24 1  9 


&  NO 
Y&'fc  GRILL 


A  Swank  Neighborhood  Bar 
in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco's 
New  Bohemia 


Altars 

Altars  are  a  common  feature  in 
Latino  households.  A  place  is  chosen 
for  a  statue  of  Santa  Maria,  a  cross,  and 
perhaps  other  saints.  Candles  and 
incense  enliven  the  altar  with  fire. 
Religious  objects  may  accumulate  in 
this  spot:  rosaries,  holy  cards,  blessed 
palm  leaves.  For  some  people,  this  spot 
will  become  their  altar  away  from  the 
big  altar  in  their  place  of  worship,  and 
frequently  special  requests  are  made 
here  to  a  favored  patron  saint.  For 
others,  this  home  altar  will  be  their  only 
one.  And  for  yet  others,  there  will  be 
altars  all  over  their  house,  each  serving 
a  slightly  different  purpose. 

During  the  Days  of  the  Dead, 
which  begin  before  the  end  of  October 
and  continue  into  November,  some 
Latinos  will  remember  loved  ones  who 
have  died.  Often,  both  here  and  in 
Mexico,  families  of  the  bereaved  build 
elaborate  altars  in  their  homes  to  their 
beloved  deceased,  and  decorate  them 
with  their  photos,  favorite  foods, 
flowers  and  fruits.  The  graves  of  their 
departed  will  also  be  cleaned  and 
decorated  for  a  vigil  that  wiH  last  all 
night. 

Some  Mexican  curanderos 
have  an  altar  that  lives  under  the  main 
altar.  This  is  the  altar  of  the 
underworld,  and  is  used  for  soul 
retrieval,  dreams,  magic,  and  requests 
of  otherworld  entities.  I  also  use  this 
altar  for  “darker”  issues,  such  as  grief, 
depression,  mental  illness,  or  death. 
When  I  heard  Victor  Miller  had  died,  I 
burned  a  candle  here  to  ease  his  passage 
to  the  afterlife. 

Whether  for  honoring  a  saint 
or  a  departed  person,  it’s  always  good 
to  reserve  a  corner  of  our  living  space 
for  an  altar,  a  corner  that  reminds  us 
we  are  also  spiritual  beings,  connected 
to  our  ancestors  and  to  the  world  at 
large. 


Dear  Ms.  Cruz, 

This  might  sound  like  a  really 
stupid  question,  but  can  anyone  make 
an  altar?  I  once  saw  several  of  them  in 
store  windows  before  Halloween,  and 
sometimes  I  see  them  in  people’s 
houses.  I  would  love  to  have  one,  but  I 
don’t  know  if  it’s  appropriate,  and  to  be 
honest,  I  don’t  really  know  what  they’re 
for,  but  I  just  like  them.  I’m  not 
Catholic,  and  I’m  not  sure  what  I 
believe  in. 

Without  a  Clue 

Dear  Searching: 

Anyone  can  make  an  altar.  I 
think  your  interest  indicates  something 
in  your  soul  is  calling  to  you  to  do  some 
spiritual  exploration.  An  altar  would 
be  a  good  first  step  to  learning  more 
about  your  spirituality,  and  it’s  easy  to 
make  one.  First,  find  a  place  in  your 
home  that  can  serve  as  a  permanent 
location  for  your  altar.  I  have  altars  in 
my  backyard,  in  a  very  small  closet,  in  a 
niche  in  my  hallway,  even  on  my  stove. 
Use  a  napkin  or  other  small  cloth  for  an 
altar  cloth.  On  that,  set  a  candle. 
There  are  lovely  chimney  candles 
available  in  Mission  grocery  stores  and 
botanicas.  Choose  a  plain  one  (or,  if 
you  choose  one  with  a  picture,  learn 
about  the  saint  it  represents!)  Light  the 
candle  and  dedicate  that  place  as  your 
altar.  “This  is  my  altar,  and  is  my 
sacred  place,”  or  make  up  your  own 
dedication  or  prayer.  That’s  all  you 
need  to  start  with,  but  you  can  continue 
to  build  your  altar  by  adding 
meaningful  objects  to  it,  rocks  or 
feathers,  a  picture  of  a  loved  one,,  small 
statues  of  animals  or  gods.  Some  people 
give  glasses  of  water  or  bottles  of 
beverages  to  the  spirits.  Add  to  or 
change  these  items  as  you  feel  the  urge, 
and  keep  the  altar  dusted.  Attention  to 
the  altar  is  attention  to  your  spiritual 
self. 

Happy  building, 

Rez 


La  Post-Modern  Curandera  is  by 
Resurreccion  Cruz,  author  of  “Santora, 
The  Good  Daughter,”  Xipactli 
Publishing,  available  at  Modern  Times 
Books,  Bernal  Books,  and  Barnes  & 
NobeLcom.  If  you  have  spiritual  or 
health  questions  that  aren’t  being 
addressed  by  your  religious  and  medical 
establishments,  write  to  Rez  at 
lacurandera@earthmonsterbooks.  com. 
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Sonny  Smith 


1  had  just  been  to  a  funeral  around  just  a  fella,  but  something  entirely 
Mission  and  25th,  so  I  stepped  into  more;”  (and  he  said ‘entirely  more’ just 
Clooney’s  on  the  corner  of  Valencia  and  like  I’ve  recorded  here)  “that’s  when 


25  for  a  beer.  An  old  man’s  bar,  you  .you  get  to  see  all  the  puzzle  pieces, 


might  say;  though  when  I  stepped  in, 
there  was  a  young  Irishman  all  hunched 
over  and  practically  shivering,  looking 
constantly  over  at  the  entrance  as  if 
expecting  a  hit  man  to  come  in  and 


standing  there  in  a  room  together 
drinking  coffee  or  juice,  and  if  you  pay- 
attention  you  can  start  to  see  where  they 
all  go.  The  pieces  I  mean.” 

That’s  so-”  but  he  cut  me  off  and  kept 


finally  do  him  in...  but  it  was  only  me  going:  “I  went  to  my  dad’s  funeral,  and 
who  came  in,  to  order  a  Heineken  and,  you  could  see  the  whole  person  right 


as  I  said,  steal  a  beer  after  a  funeral. 
“What’ll  you  have?” 

“A  Heineken  in  a  bottle,  no  glass.” 
Which  the  bartender  then  pulled  out  of  a 
tub  of  ice,  instead  of  some  refrigerator, 
which  made  Clooney’s  a  good  bar,  a 
special  bar,  not  a  regular  bar. 

“I  just  been  to  a  funeral.”  I  told  him. 
“Yeah,  how  was  it?”  he  said. 

“OK,  as  funerals  go.  The  guy  that  died, 
he  died  young  and  unexpected-like,  so 
that  was  kind  of  tragic,  but  he  made  a 
lot  of  folks  happy,  so  there’s  that.  He 
apparently  inspired  a  lot  of  people;  he 
had  good  friends,  not  many  of  whom 
had  known  each  other  ‘til  the  funeral... 
he  was  political,  he  helped  people  that 
were  thrown  out  of  their  apartments,  he 
rode  bicycles,  he  was  in  love  with 
something  about  Central  America,  he 
had  some  romance,  he  had  some  best 
friends,  everybody  talked  well  of  him, 
some  politicians  stood  up  and  made 
some  speeches,  some 


there,  everything  finally  made  sense, 
you  could  see  it  all  like  you  were  a  bird 
looking  down  and  you  could  see  where 
all  the  bodies  were  buried  and 
everything.  You  know  what  I  mean?” 
“Yes  sir.” 

“That’s  why  people  cry  half  the  time, 
not  ‘cause  they  miss  ‘em  (although  that 
is  why  some  people  cry),  but  they  cry 
mostly  ‘cause  it’s  like  they  finally  were 
told  the  secret  of  the  person  which,  of 
course,  made  them  understand  the 
person  the  way  you  understand  yourself 
because,  of  course,,  you  know  your  own 
secrets.  Right?” 

“Right.” 

“It’s  the  best  way  to  be,  really.  Dead. 
Then  everybody  understands  you;  you 
don’t  walk  around  being  misunderstood. 
Everybody  can  see  perfectly  clearly  that 
you  were  .  just 

trying,  that’s  all  you  were  ever  doing  is 
trying.  In  your  way  of  course...  some 


speeches,  some  old  partners,  people  have  an  endearing  way  of  trying 
spoke,  old  friends,  some  poets  said  a  lot  t0  get  through  life  and  some  De0 ple 

o  stuff  about  life  after  death  and  that  have  a  disagreeable  way  of  trying,  but 
sort  of  positive  thing,  some  jackass  got  one  thing's  for  sure  is  that  everybody’s 
up  there  ^rid  introduced  himself  3S  Duve  just  tryin*  to  get  through 
Schneider,  said  he  never  knew'  the  “Just  tryin3?*’ 

deceased,  then  proceeded  to  try  and  talk  “Everybody’s  just  trying  to  get  through, 
about  his  own  crap  -  he  got  kicked  off  and  there’s  nothing  like  death  to  make 
the  stage,  which  got  a  round  of  that  abundantly  clear.  Nothing  makes 
applause,  a  few  people  got  up  and  ‘ just  tryin’  as  clear  as  somebody  bein’ 
cried... one  lady  got  up  and  told  us  we  dead,  and  do  you  know  why?” 
all  are  still  alive  so  we  can  still  fight  the  “What?” 

good  fight,  and  on  and  on  like  that,  and,  “Because  your  dead!”  he  slapped  the 
let  s  see,  that  was  about  it,  I  guess.  bar.  “You’re  dead,  and  when  you’re 
I  was  Waiting  for  a  reply  from  the  dead  you  can’t  try  anymore,  you’re  done 
bartender,  but  he  was  long  gone  into  the  tryin’,  no  more  need  to  try  cause  you’re 
back.  Everybody  had  scattered  by  the  dead.  You’re  done!  When  you’re  dead, 
time  I  was  done  except  the  curled-over  you’re  done!” 

Irish  guy, 'who  gave  absolutely  no  sign  “I’m  not  dead,  but  I’m  done  with  my 

beer!” 

“Do  you  want  another  one?!!!” 

“No!” 

“Alright  then!” 

“I  gotta  pay  for  my  beer  and  go  to  the 
reception!” 

“Go!” 

“I’m  goin'!  How  much  do  I  ow'e  you?” 
"Don’t  w'orry  about  it!” 

“OK.”  So  I  left  feeling  a  little  bit  belter, 
since  I  wasn’t  dead  and  I  could  keen 
trying  to  get  through,  though  the  joy  of 
that  wore  off  about  half-  way  down  the 


still 


he  even  knew  I  was  there, him 
waiting  for  the  hit  man  and  all. 

The  only  person  that  looked  halfway 
interested  was  Columbo,  up  on  the  TV 
screen,  except  of  course  he  didn’t  mean 
those  droopy  caring  eyes  for  me,  but  for 
the  murderer  he  had  just  exposed. 

The  bartender  came  back.  “What  were 
you  saying  about  a  funeral?  Whose 
funeral?”  he  said. 

“Just  a  fella,1’  I  said.  Then  the  bartender 
stood  there  and  scanned'  the  bar  and 
made  sure  everybody  had  their  drink, 
then  he  (very  thoughtfully,  I  add)  put  block  when  I  saw  a  meter  maid  giving 


THUMBS  UP 

MARBLES 

3422  25™  St.  (btwn  Mission  &  Valencia) 
Open  Monday- Saturday 
415*920*8964 
marblesp@pacbell.net 
www.thumbsupmarbles.com 


Since  1973 


SYNERGY 

SCHOOL 


Grades  K-8 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 

415-567-6177 


www.synergy.pvt.k12.ca.us 
1387  Valencia  St.  at  25th 


Children’s  Day  School 

Grades  preschool  -  8 


WeVe  Expanding 


Now  recruiting  6th  graders  for  our  new  middle  school 

6th  grade  -  begins  Fall  2003 
7th  grade  -  begins  Fall  2004 
8th  grade  -  begins  Fall  2005 

*  Academic  excellence 

*  Socially  responsible,  engaged  children 
*  Dedicated,  enthusiastic  teachers 

*  Sunny,  safe,  farm  and  garden  campus 
*  Stimulating  Extended  Program 

*  Sliding  scale  tuition 

Preschool/Elementary  Open  House 

November  7,  7-8:30pm 

Middle  School  Open  House 

November  14, 7-8:30pm 

Cali  today  to  RSVP  for  the  Open  House  or  to  schedule  a  tour. 

Come  see  for  yourself  why  Children’s  Day  School 
is  an  inspired  community  of  learners. 
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CHILDREN^ 

DAY 

SCHOOL 


Since  1996 

333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  16th  &  17th),  San  Francisco 

4 1  5-86 1 -5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 


his  foot  up  on  some  shelf  under  the  bar, 
sort  of  like  some  kind  of  nineteenth 
century  military  colonel  might  put  his 
foot  up  on  a  log  while  surveying  some 
upcoming  battleground  with  his 
collapsible  telescope-  when  he  was 
finally  adjusted,  he  looked  over  at 
Columbo  and  watched  the  last  few 
minutes,  and  when  the  credits  rolled  he 
said:  “That’s  the  thing  about  funerals: 
that’s  where  you  find  out  they  weren’t 


some  car  a  ticket.  Someone’s  alive  and 
you  hear  them  on  the  answering 
machine,  but  maybe  you’re  tired  so  you 
don’t  pick  up  the  phone  ‘cause  their 
‘tryin’  is  interfering  with  your  ‘trvin,’ 
but  then  they  die  and  you  wish  they 
were  around  to  try  again  and  let  you  try. 


Lanza  •  Redken  •  Nioxin  •  Joico  •  Bain  de Terre  •  Graham  Webb  •  '•••• 

A  Holliday’s  HAIR  HAIR  HAIR  : 


That’s  life,  1  guess 
love  to  you,  Victor.. 


And  death.  Much 


Sonny  Smith 


Cuts  ft  Styling  •  Color  •  Highlights 

Deep  Conditioning  Treatment 

r* 

6d 

Quality  * 
Products  and  0 

Excellent  Service  • 

for  Women  <£  Men  0 
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Hi vo  TSroadcast:  Opening  Ivfiguel  Tvlolina's 
Ondu  Hajttn '  Various  AiUts  on  HxJhibit  , 


Ritual  de  Veiacion:  /Yn  all  night  ritual 
coitsccrating  the  13  Sacred  Standards 


<DD<emo><er 


3pm  - 
Midnight 


Public  Altar  Kxblbit:  ; 

‘'Dcatlt  on  a  Social  Level 


Bxliibition  Opening:  Interactive  installations 

- - j  : «  ; . i  r  .■. < : a : *-•  s 


Music  ami  Art: 

Honoring  TvJum  lists  vs  bo  lu  vo  passed  o 
Peace  Altar  oi'fering,®  are  welcome 


space  donated  by 
The  New  Mission  News 
Thank  You  Victor 
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PICTURE  FRAMING  AND  LATIN  AMERICAN  GALLERY 

Serving  the  Mission  District  for  17  Years 


Frame  it  yourself  and  save! 

Professional  framing  materials 
Personal,  step-by-step  assistance 


